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Hear the wind 

It carries the sound 

Of horses that galloped 

Of caravans that came 

Of tanks that rumbled 

Of planes that flew 

Before the torch of time 

Was passed 

As history's pendulum swung 

The desert wind calls 

Marvi calls 

A timeless call 

A call 

The desert wind carries. 

Children: Hear the desert wind 

Hear it whisper 

Have failh 

We will win. 



[June 21, 200$] 
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In July we met 

His warm embrace I recall 

In the chandeliered Prime Minister's I fall 

His special goodbye as he left 

His voice on the phone 

When we talked 

As family members do 

The phone came 

It spoke of bullets fired 

Of Murlaza wounded 

I took a plane 

With Holy Book in Hand 

To the I I os pita I where he lay 

God, do not take 

The brother that I love 

It was too late 

He was gone 

Again I buried a brother 

The killers buried the Government's. 

Husband was imprisoned ^OO^^y 

Tiny children exiled 

With ailing grandmothe 

Midnight raids and tmprisonm 

Torture and terror <>^ ^s 

Perjury and Perversioj3^\^ 

Billions spent on fa 

On propaganda 

Psy war andspj 

On a Mother 

Courts cal 

With differ^* 






rations 





From on 

La 



^rWivine retribution 
Th$ military marched in 
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Night falls 
The world sleeps 
Darkness fills the air 
I raise both my hands 
And ask my children 
To raise their utile hands 
Marvi of Maru and Malir, 
Jn the mists of rime 
She raised her hands 
While the world slept 
To God 
Full of hope 

Praying to see her homeland 
Marvi, 

We raise our hands 
As you raised yours 
To God 
In hope 

For the homeland 
I was bom in 
Buried my Father 
Buried my brother 
Married 

Had my children 
Served a Nation 
Helped a people 
Without telephone 
Computers o^e 
Polio drops or i 
Enter the moden 
But the bulleisNAtery fired 
Piercing my rail and handsome Brother 
His precrausy^ljBod on the pavement fell 

e walked 
ame 
>A^(o>toG^nim away 
To^v Father and my Brother 
site Martyrs watched 
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That Destinv 

Cannot Chain 

The die am of a people free 

Of a youth redeemed 

Of a land 

Where the sweet scent of justice 

Fill? the air 

Where human rights 

And economic rights 

Break the prisons of poverty 

Break the dungeons of disease 

Far from Malir and Multan 

Par from Mardan and Makran 

My countrymen are tar 

No one can reproach them 

For they stand strong 

As the October elections showed 

One day T will recall these days 

And forget the pain (C ) 

One day I will recall these daygo^^ 
When political storms roaredl^ ^ 
When thundering threaten Ik d the au 
One day I will recall these da 
Knowing my commr^ent to^ny land 
Was purified and s^i^ainew 
1 think of those ex 1 
from their homeland^ 
In Los Ange^^nHpn, Dubai 

Of the days_tfr^pas 

ion 
termination 
change 
ith them 

<\^W{J^my fellow villagers recognise 

Reflecting the seasons of fate 
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Travellers travel bringing news 

Of political developments, 

I hear of miseries 

Of families without income 1 

Of fear of hunger 

I hear 

And my own suffering retreats 

Days pass 

Life passes 

I am shackled 

To the dream of democracy 

Unhappy are the days 

Remember the poor and the wretched 

Remember the desperate and the hopeful 

Remember God's sacred trust 

The children of the land 

Do hot let your conscience die 

For Power and Pride 

The scent of the homeland 

Wafts through the ocean air 

Through continents 

Its insistent call 

A reverberating sound 

Through sunset and da 

Calling 

Through walls 

Calling 

Through mou^liri] _ 

Seeking to reewt^ 

Its own 








To my dear 
Worry not 
Shed no ve\ 
Beai^fd) egrets 

will pass 
> MtetfiiBhl comes day 
or row comes joy 
lite-daughters of the desert know 
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They live again 

Becoming part of a land 

Centuries old 

Holding secrets 

Of great civilisations 

Of heroes and heroines of bygone times 

Shaping history and heritage 

Shaping culture 

Shaping the future 

Time begins 

Time ends 

We decide 

What to do with time 

The repression of retrenchment 

The despair of downsizing 

The evil of unemployment 

Prisons hold 

Those that defy dictators 

Those that pay the price for free 

Knowing the chains holding 1) 

That the desert men 

Will write of desert coura 

Of integrity, loyalty and^mity 

Baptised in suffering 

That a desert maid 

Will return home 

Hear the wind 

It carries th&wfersagi 

Of dictatorS/ihaH^ie $nd went 

Of tyra 






low 



rticles in the sands of times 
nianyafcrrwes came and went 
d was shed 
bclaimed 
Tell; Tyrants too 



^>j^ie desert sands speak 
<^M^&ert winds whisper 
\ Trwi will triumph 
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The desert maid will return 
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1 know I will return 

On a wave of peoples support 

Led by the bravest Party of them all 

A Party of martyrs 

A Parly of struggle 

A Party that serves 

A Party of the people 

My enemies wish 1 never was born 

For them it was a torture and a shame 

That I became 

The first woman leader of a Muslim State 

Crumbling centuries of control 

Triumphantly proclaiming 

The equality of men and women 

The pristine message of Islam 

Hidden under prejudice and discriminate 

Destiny's hand moves on 

Writing its own tale 

Of triumph and tragedies, 

Of wars and peace, 

Of bombs pulverising houses /^N" 

Above the stench of death ^\vV) 

Life begins again ^^ ^</ 

The tide of sorrow LurnsVsX^f^ 

The sea of happiness aWalts.^^ 

The patient pray and pkn/ewre 

Loved ones parted meet 

Prisoners are^ft 

Fresh ones take-t , 

Or nee < ^T|) 

Destiny's iHO^m^fu 

Seasons 

Realitiesx 

The 

Better a life of test 

ttja^ai$orthless life of rest 

TheSahd reclaims its own 






\y 




ng finger writes on 



When the dead die 
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And for his death 

Killed and yet the struggle lived 

The cranes flv to their native hills 

My heart Jongs Lo fly with them 

Invisible chains 

Hold me prisoner 

The* wounds of the past 

Hester again 

For my country and me 

As 1 see people denied rights 

Denied opportunities 

Youth looking for hope 

Democracy separated from the polity 

Dictatorship cuts cruelly to the bone 

Undermining the economy 

Undermining the society 

Introducing suicide 

Economic suicide for those too Dour to n 

Political suicide for asymmeulpc w aria re 

Joy left when the stove Lu 

Joy fled when the c 

Some sent messages 

To forget about politics 

To leave the peoptesX^^/ 

To find happinesssX 

They ihoughUUCK^n 

That I he weigKj^rperseculion 

Could fe\ 

With 

small 
tin of exile 

separated by prison walls, 
aght it generous 
;r freedom for abandonment 
ihandonment of a people, of a land 
a struggle, of a dream 
tf principles and of conscience 
l thought it wrong 





;pital blew 
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In every era 

The brave and the bold 

Carved history with their bare hands 

One has might 

The other right 

One has the sword 

The other the pen 

Guns rust and fall apart 

Ideas live for ever 

Tyrant: do not offer comfort 

Comfort leaves me cold 

Much dearer do 1 hold 

Marvi's ancestral shawl 

Symbol of our Treasure 

From Marvi I learnt 

From past mystic saints 

From my dear brother Shah 1 learnt 

That handsome youth who fought 

That 

Were T to breathe my last, livin 

Away from the home 1 lov 

My body won't imprison m 

Shah returned home while his s 

No stranger to the soil 

Embracing his body 

Making it part of t 

When his last breat 

We carried hfih 

Pride and sad 

Swaying 

fe was given 
of liberation 
S occupation 
m lovingly 

Be i£r$tha.t was his 
Se^Sfrf people 
iTha^teved him 
ornis life 





Knowin 
For a cl 
Frorryaj3i(! 





went tree 



of our land 



den coolness of the desert sand 
n our hearts 
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Centres of learning 

I will build for the children of the poor 

Provide the aged and the young 

Dignity, hope; and security 

We will raise buildings 

Where there are deserts 

And stop the weeping of the women of the land 

Cry not 

For change is in our hands 

To reject wrong and embrace right 

These days of despots will soon go 

lust as other despots did 

Memory for ever recalls Quaid-e-Awam 

The sword of truth 

Who gave his life 

So we could live 

With legal rights and economic s 

With knowledge and opporlur 

With representation and succ 

With peace and with prog 

His name will for evej s 

Who can forget him 

That historical memory emb&ces 

For ever in its folds>sN. ^ 

He who wore thre^Ss^fme gold 

Tore them for 

He who slept, l^euten sheets and fed with silver spoons 

Threw l^rjtasKi^for the darkness ol r the death cell 

Defymg>d^m\ 

r comfort 

demand conscience 
comfort 
's children 
rave and the bold 
V / ^TqgjCurds fought for decades 
<X^^e Kashmiris do too 
i \The Palestinians refused to surrender 
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In every continent 
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Laughter will fill the air 

As people rejoice in their destiny 

Larkana, Loved-one, I remember 

The sweet scent of roses 

Of fresh rain on desert sand 

Of trees washed by nature's hand 

Away I live in a mansion grand 

But 1 long to campaign 

On long and rocky roads 

In bumpy jeep rides 

With flags and banners 

With selfless zeal to change 

The sad present 

Into a smiling future 

1 want to breathe the breath 

Of home, 

a breath both fair and fine 

My spirit is in one place 

My body in another 

My mind torn asunder 

The Elections were so Unfair 

Made of Broken Promises \^\ )) 

Billions spent in marketing \sj 

A dictatorship as a dem^racy C 

That too unsuccessfuJkr^ ^^y 

The European Unionv^ll6djFbul 

So did the Office ofme Commonwealth 

Boxes were fi^c^^\ 

Ballots torn 

Peoples 

By coward^ 

The pre 

In a lantn 






rading as patriots 
paiace is ugly 
idespread poverty 



Parliament has yet to dress itself 

frh O^o^iitutional power 
^-^ptefenix rises from the ashes 
s power will be born again 
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We will smile and we will eat 

When freedom from chains is freed 

I think of the poor people 

A better fate they deserve 

Than the military conqueror's boots 

Yet the lust for land grows 

Plazas and plots for the elite lot 

Government homes too 

Not one but two 

All on starving backs of people robbed 

The sweet lands lie parched 

For water people pray 

The crops perish 

The cattle die 

The stoves grow cold 

As labour is sent home 

Fair Pakistan's face is blotted 

Mug shots and finger prints are. 

Worshippers live in fear and 

Tenants are ejected 

Soldiers in snows abandoned 

The poets in the mounrims and the deserts 

Speak of another time 

When the country^dUheOhdividual had respect 

Before the Bena^EgQverriment left 

One pension is (W Jfiftj? f or some 

One state, Iwc^h^Wwo salaries and two pensions 

For ret^d^n^ferspecials 

Democmc^s^br Qijbse in Mufti 

Dictatorship the dream of Generals in Khaki 

TheJ5rm§M^t last century 
*ce the Khaki filled 
e J^laap£r died too quickly 

I^/ah^mbulance in Karachi 
'day the tyrants will depart 
<x^X|*ublic opinion will set us free 
i ^\>There will be dancing in the streets, 






ipa< 



7 



Music and song 
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1 want the answer to my heart 

I want to pass Cod's test 

God, I await Lhe messenger 
Taking me to where t belong 
Although the tyrants do not care 
Strands of white my hair now shows 
My face Is gaunt with sadness 
J to my people want to go 

1 came in the winter of repression 
I pray to return in different times 
Like the joy of a seasonal rain 
The people support 1 will reclaim. 
Almighty God, 

LeL Mother's sickness not worsen in exile, 
: rapped in a mind wanting to forget 
A heart weeping for young .sons killed 
O let Mother first her homeland see 



O where is my husband gone 
His life's prime and his grace? 
Prison walls confine him 
Court rooms frustrate him 
Judges are frightened 
Courage has fled 
Salaries are more impo 
Than honour for whi 
Pakistan, my heallhTs 
My joy is gone 
And yet my he / 
For the figh 

For our peopteQbs^ghts 
Each day (£tnife jfor the world, 
For my^budWrrand myself 



,o 





;ive lives 



They 



can we return? 



A7> 



I s^e^koi^ustice fled 
E^rnsMarts of men 

inJiie breasts of beasts 




tell them 
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The Story of Benazir 

From: Marvi ofMalir Shah Latif 

' t* W 1 



Benazir Bhutto 





When the world was still to be born 
When Adam was still to receive his form 
Then my relationship began 

When I heard the Lord's voice 
A voice sweet and clear 
I said M yes" with all my heart 
And formed a bond wit 
When all of us were one 
My bond then began 

An exile now bv 

I am nearer home <foaYi^n^/hearl's beat 

I wonder: wherj^alMsbe free 

To return to L^rk^na 



From d u 

Loved ones return 

To whatf tney; were 

■walk home from Arab lands 
jh sweet Motherland 
W^jtmjpfbr new T s in dreams and day 
S^iUng for messengers in dreams and day 
Wfrjen will the message come 
king me from here to there 





Media reports painted General Aziz as "the most feared' 1 who 
"Musharraf projected in private sessions with American leaders 
the fundo who may take over and reverse their war against 
Islamic radicals/' 

The retirement of Aziz took place calmly and in routine. 

General Musharraf tried to placate the ones he relieved 
offices they held. The former hardline head of 1ST, 
Mahmood, was made head of Fauji Foundation. The 
that General Aziz will be made president of Azad Kasli 

The coveted post of vice chief of army stal 
Commander, Karachi, Lt. Gen. Ahsan Saleem Ha; 
survived an assassination attempt by lerrorists / 
were to happen to General Musharraf before 
Ahsan would become kev to the future di recti 

But if all goes well until December, 





decides to take off his uniform (as 
powerful retired military officials), its a 
to chief. Certainly, the bet is on Vice 
office he now holds - but others coul 

General Musharraf plays his pj 
The military prefers promo tio 
times that seniority won in tK^hVbui 




ent tp Corps 

^narrowly 

anything 

er this year, 

kistan takes. 

eral Musharraf 

y the group of 

ss who makes it 

san by virtue of the 

e running. 

ds close to his chest, 
y - but few were the 
history of the country. 




There is an appointment pnriftpte that claims in the first eighteen 
months an appointee is dteperf3e>vhand willing to please. After that he 
must be changed to prevenrHtWhc^s becoming dependent on them. 

Obviously, GeneraKMushanJar would not like to be dependent on 
anyone in the country^/ie^jqf all from his core constituency of the 
military. 

[October 2004] 




W^W^^^*^^*W^P^"^f^ 
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any key appointments 




hostilities and networking with a group of politicians, civil servants, 
businessmen and bankers. The promotions more or less went wit 
major general heading the Military Intelligence before going 
head the Inter Services Intelligence. 

That mould has now been broken. Following the ^rwo 
assassination attempts against him last December, //Gester a 
Musharraf removed the head of Military Intelligence and appojrjtfed 
his military secretary as the new head. This October, as^e^rarroted 
the head of the powerful ISI to the post of chairman jmrUjjWefs of 
staff committee, General Musharraf brought in tertm corps 
commander General Kiani as the new head of ISI^A. 

The tenth corps is extremely important. It is tte^cros^that strikes 
when a coup takes place. General Kiani was replaced with General 
Satti as the new corps commander. Both th^se^crfficers are from the 
Punjab - a further break to the mould. JjmerfcOwas a perception 
earner, whether true or false, that MusharraiSvW/ is Urdu speaking 
was turning to officers of a similar bacj£grMno><$5 promotion. That 
perception is now laid to rest w4m^ / me/ ethnically balanced 
promotions. (The third important /s^oa^Kgroup in the army hails 
from the Frontier. It is not known 
from this group were made or are pt^J 

Both generals Satti and ^^i\^rco}aing to media reports, played 
a pivotal role in investigatm^M^eonspirators in the assassin plan 
against Musharraf. Their investigations led to the sensational arrests 
of key players. 

On the surface, General TEta^an is the only officer from the old 
intelligence apparatfe^ohax^ survived the promotions scale. He is 
the new chair man^-jo^^K^iefs of staff committee and replaces 
another ISI offici^^erlejal Aziz. While most people dismiss the 
office of CJCS as<wumpo]*tant, that perception is incorrect. The office 
of CJCS is an inmortant one which sees all secrets ciphers and 
minutes o^^onEoential meetings. It knows exactly what is 
happeninej^Hr^i poultry in all the sensitive fields. Knowledge is 
power^ano'Thl^ is one which does have power - although of a 
differenHqnxijA/that of an operational office. 

Out^oraeCCjCS General Aziz was one of the key players in the 
political battle that led to General Musharraf's successful coup d'etat 
torW-1999. After 9/11, he was removed from his early position 
f general staff along with two other officers who brought 
^enex^Musharraf to power. In removing the three men who helped 
<\ms^J>lane land to safety in October 1999 saving his life (and giving him 
rai^seat of power), General Musharraf re-ignited the traditions of the 
Mlighul rulers of undivided India. They showed a ruthlessness in 
letting rid of their fathers, sons and brothers in the battle for power. 
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nder 





and army chief was a pledge Musharraf made a year back. In an 
agreement with a grouping of religious parties, he accepted their 
nominee as parliamentary leader of opposition, allowed th 
government to continue in the Frontier province and accepted 
clerical qualifications to enler parliament. The six-member allia 
religio-political parties in turn supported the constitutional 
Musharraf demanded, These changes created a dictatorial 
armed with enormous powers over the executive, the ju 
the armed forces. It also brought national security issues 
under the president making him the effective strategic c 
in the field. 

However, a few months back, Mr, Musharraf 
regarding his constitutional pledge to shed hi 
Citing the war against terror, he claimed he r^ 
uniform to succeed in his efforts, Recently, 
dribs and drabs arrests of al-Qaeda milita 
order to keep the outside world placat 
game of whether the General will han 
leader Mullah Omar and al-Qaeda Q 
presidential elections continues 

Nonetheless, questions were 
Musharraf needed to continue 
successfully eliminate milita 
questions were asked in th 
powers that make the 
presidency. 

Senior retired mi 
Musharraf as well as 
Musharraf will ind 
army chief by the 

if this prediction js c 
changes will ta 

an officer clasV^J^isplstinct from the ones closely associated with 

[an^rmd. That Afghan war, while noble in resisting the 

I witnessed the rise of the most extreme Afghan- 

went on to form al-Qaeda and Taliban. It was a rise 

Jstani military officers, under orders from military 

(ral Zia, were associated. 

some changes are visibly discernable thai can go on to 

,j-term effects. For example, to keep its grip on power, the 

^A^staMishrnent created an intelligence corps in 1990. This corps 
ired that the same group of officers climbed up the promotion 
ladd er. As the same group of men went from junior to senior, they 
:arried with them similar ideological leanings, friendships, 




o 

a debate 

rv uniform. 

the military 

ave been some 

ular sequential 

er, the guessing 

rize of Taliban 

Laden before the US 



to whether General 

fru? hat of army chief to 

orism in the country. These 

of the enormous presidential 

bservient lo the powers of the 




erals with close links to General 
military have predicted that General 
ate the offices of the presidency and the 
ts December. 

rect, it means I hat a new round of militarv 
come December. Pakistan could end up with 




CK&ve 
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Major Military Changes i 

Pakistan 



Returning from a long overseas visi 
announced a flurry of high level 
military positions are occupied by o 
General Musharraf himself, Tn that Sj 
General Musharraf more confidei 
forces. 

Pakistan's armed forces 
disciplined. Even the U tt. 
upon the iron discipline of 
made of the involve 
attempts on the military 






n's military J\;ler 
anges. Now the top 
more junior to 
changes ought to give 
control of the armed 



'oJ 
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traditionally been highly 

gn policy have not impacted 

med forces. Although much was 

ew junior officers in assassination 

focal leadership of the country since 

t terrdrf the reality was that the armed forces 

ieifitnd disciplined to their institution, 

ing three-star generals above the rank of 

k and position to General Musharraf. 

political duties, such as generals Akram, 

am, were largely lefl out of the promotions 

was done inadvertently or deliberately, it 

at some new democracies adopted during 





1 penjods. 

pact on the high level army changes will be on the 
tan's transition to civilian rule. 
, General Musharraf holds both the positions of chief of 
f as well as the powerful presidency. If the changes give 
Musharraf a greater sense of confidence, he is more likely to 
^^ifeate civilian rule by taking off his uniform in the coming 
\^months. Alternatively, he might feel overconfident and decide to 
1 ^tgep the uniform dispensing with public sentiments. 

Facilitating civilian rule by bifurcating the positions of president 



with a categoric "No". The elements that need dictatorship in 
Pakistan need bin Laden and Taliban. They know that the 
international community's short-term decision on strategic groun< 
to support dictatorship would erode once bin Laden was caught 
Taliban weakened. 

In the war against terrorism, J believe the greatest protec 
freedom from terrorists comes from replacing dictatorshi 
governments responsible to the people, governments basher o 
values of democracy and liberty, 

History has taught us the very hard lesson that 
turns against democracy, it turns against itself 
Pakistan is the world's best guarantee of the trium 
and modernity among one billion Muslims at the 
history. 
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Just as democracies do not make war, democracies also do not 
sponsor international terrorism. 

Let us remember that building a moderate, stable and democra 
political structure in Afghanistan would have marginalised 
Taliban and the Osamas of this world well before they 
unleashed their war against the people of Afghanistan 
people of the United States, 

The international community has danced with dicta 
past, with tragic results. I pray that it is not making the sa 
today on the nuclear subcontinent. Now that the US pr 
elections are over, 1 would like to see Presidei^^usb^ead the 
international community in building an op portumjv^tefc^akis tan's 
transition to democratic rule. Pakistan's militaw rbJter could be 
encouraged to open up a sincere and substantix^xjiaJogue with the 
democratic forces and to end judicial abuse aimpb^cal harassment. 

Fresh party-based elections, open to all jOT&s4nd personalities, 
with international monitors, an independ^MBec^>n Commission, 
electoral modalities that are trans par ent^and a count that is 
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mjsitake 

ential 




ejitiments of the people 

rnance which now 

challenges. Such an 

the comity of democratic 




immediate, open and accurately refle 
could settle issues of legitimacy 
complicate Pakistan's social an 
election could put Pakistan^a 
nations. 

Recently, the world learnetfiK^i^sientists in charge of Islamabad's 
nuclear weapons programme w^Ye clandestinely selling nuclear 
secrets to North Korea, Iranaq^Libya. Dr. A. Q, Khan, the chief 
scientist became the fa^fr^uy fof^the operation. He came on television 
to confess his guilt. ThaH^y^vening he was pardoned and allowed 
to keep the assets ol^ifiec^through the illicit nuclear sales. 

Meanwhile OsaWa fcftiVyLaden's biographer claimed that Osama 
told him he had acc^ks to two dirty bombs, 

Two assas^iMTtotv^tieinpts on General Musharraf demonstrate 
the thin thread^Q^vhicft/the alliance with Islamabad is built. 

For rr^Mne democratic forces of Pakistan are the tiny ripples of 
hope tlmtS^tt^alesce to end authoritarianism and bring the 
promisp^^mqcracy to Pakistan. 

ments in Pakistan exploit the war on terror to protect 

clictatorship. A military dictatorship suits them. It 

aer mines the international community's commitment to 

cracy in the context of Iraq and Afghanistan. It alienates the 

f Pakistan and Muslim youth across the Muslim world. 

February, Fox television asked me whether bin Laden would 
be captured before the American presidential elections. I replied 
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ignorance to manipulate for Lheir own political ends. They are the 
enemies of all humanity. 

The world is threatened but a military response is only part of th 
solution to the problem of terrorism and the growing divi 
between the Muslim and non-Muslim world. 

The instability of the Iraqi occupation, Lhe exploitation 
situation in Iraq by the remnants of Saddam's dictatorsh 
Osama's terrorists, the continuing instability in Afghan^tari 
unresolved situation in the Middle East between Ts 
Palestinians, and the tragedy of Kashmir impact upon the 
the street. No one knows when the masses can bec^jie a n$£b and 
that mob strike out against anything western. ^^X^? 

The attack on the American Embassy in Iran d^rinVthe time of 
Ayatollah Khomeni and the burning of the yyneWa«^£mbassy in 
Islamabad under General Zia are examples faObo^e who would 
channel hate for their myopic political ends 

The war against termr is a war that 
safety. 

We must learn from the lesson of th 
from fighting the Soviets in Afgha 
America, Pakistan and its allies c 
now calls itself al-Qaeda. It^did 
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rticularly the lessons 

the eighties. Then 

ry Frankenstein that 

neglecting to strengthen 

money inlo education and 

en create far more intractable 

inadvertent lv created our own 



political moderates, by negtectin; 
infrastructure. Short-term 
long-term problems. T am 
Fr a nken steins, 

The Taliban have ^S&n rfifcted. The military, political and 
economic control ce^h^s^oi? the al-Qaeda are disrupted. An 
oppressive Traqi regime iWsTheen toppled . 

But the success ^pn^s^/one does not mean that the war is over. 
The world walk^aV^y rrom Afghanistan once before, in the past 

viets in 19S9. That political miscalculation 
gedy of the Taliban and the al-Qaeda and 
e events of September 11th, 2001 - 
icy of standing against Soviet aggression in 
right. Yet the early to arm, train, supply and 
ost extreme fanatics sowed the seeds for the twenty- 
error ism that is now swirling around us. 
amental mistake, contributing to a long-term historical 
calamit^rwas that we were not consistently committed to the values 
oiNmeaom, democracy and self-determination that ultimately 
undermine and belie the basic tenets of terrorism. 
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We must not repeat that mistake again. 
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Islam is committed to universal education and literacy. The very 
first word of the Holy Book Quran is "read. 11 

Yet a Muslim past replete with the finest universities and research 
centres of rational discourse is now part of history. 

Islam is committed to Lhe equality of women in society. The 
of Islam's Prophet (PI3UH) was herself a proud workingwoman 

As a Muslim woman who grew up believing that moderni 
religion are compatible, it distresses mc- to see women disc 
against in different aspects of life including the right to ch 
marital partner. 

In this the twenty-first century, women in parts ipJtNne 
world are witnessing the re-emergence of a tri 




KJnuslim 

o _ ^ that 

>ermits male familv members to kill a woman who(mamfes without 




their permission. This most dishonourable 
ironically an "honour killing". 

Islam flourished in its early days with a co. 
commerce. But today trade and commerce 
of government regulations denying ord 
of entrepreneurship, 

Muslim countries are in search of 






ii^dejy is called 

t to trade and 

gled in a web 

lims opportunity 



hat can revive the 

of consensus and 

cratic values. Such values 

rism cannot be justified by 



values of Islam by reintroducing 
compromise which lie at the hej^ct 
have nothing to do with terror isi 
any argument. c^u 

Unfortunately many IvfttsjWjWun tries, including Indonesia, 
Pakistan, the Phillipines had lortgSustories of authoritarian rule. In 
the twentieth century ^W a%ued that authoritarianism could 
produce a professiona>THMdte%lass facilitating democratic reform. 

Thev cited the Asian tneersS^^xamples. 

v / ( )) 
Others argued th^thhcg&e of the lawlessness and terrorism was a 

tion that saw power come from the use of 
ajesty of law, by taking over by force, by 
military dictators and authoritarian rulers 
ure of obtaining power through violence, 
rrorism, violence, brutality and barbarism, it is 
the values of democracy, pluralism, the rule of 
ty and the empowerment of all citizens. The 
need models of political development that enhance 
f the individual and the prosperity of the nation. 
O MNKrmlst fight a war on terrorism and simultaneously fight an 
e^u^lly^critical war on the political manipulation of religion and 
aiy the regressive forces of totalitarianism. 
The terrorists who attack America aim to establish theocracies of 
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on that a 

ce again 

sweep across 

eocratic state, 

d as the path 

the^soul, victory 

rs, vie lory against 




was often, only the mosque where they gathered for prayers. 

Clerics, fearful of speaking against the dictator, would speak 
against those who supported the dictator - and often this was the: 
West. Unable to directly vent the frustration felt by the domest 
constituency, they would speak against the policies outside t 
country. Thus a post World War IT generation, which one cou 
the cold war generation, grew up hearing about denia] 
nationhood to Palestine, lack of self-determination to Kashmir^ 
denial of autonomy to the Chechens. They learnt of pastAMusjl|m 
glory based on conquest and war. They learned little or rtolnlng 
about the Muslim renaissance which saw giant leatJ&forward in 
medicine, astronomy, mathematics, literature and sci^nc^Msed on 
education and rational discourse. They imbibed 
return to the simple, austere life of the past o 
rekindle the courage and passion that saw 
continents and spread its message far and wid 
disciplined under a single religious figure, 
to victory - victory against the temptati 
against the injustices perpetuated by biggej^pov, 
lawlessness at home. TC )k\ 

It is this embittered generation ihawm«M^ rescued with an 
alternative political model to that offthe theocratic state. The fight for 

freedom is a fight for values ma>cWB4jiJa4 pluralistic world free of 
discrimination on the basis of raee7^«^on or gender. 

When the terrorists targefe^tihe Wfyrld Trade Center, they tried to 
destroy a symbol of pluralismX^t-tne World Trade Center, there 
were men and women, ^ft^rking/side by side as equals. There were 

Muslims, Christians, JewV^tdW-lindus working together to build 
worldwide trade and coittmunlcation and cooperation, 

Modernity, diverei^andydemocracy are the fanatics' worst fears. 

They confuse the mess^eVto prevent Muslim people from learning 
that diversity ^nswes^ihat cultural and religious identity remains 
intact 

Whatev^tMIr^lieged goals, there is no defence or justification 
Islam for their^jaxbaric conduct. 

Their aOTMsotontradict the teachings of the Muslim Prophet 
(PBUH) who(sa)j3 to Muslims that even during war, 'Do not cheat or 
comn^Hp^eaajery, nor should you mutilate or kill children, women 
orol 




in 





ironic that despite the strong commitment to democracy, most 

ire living in dictatorships. Much as the people of the 
tmrmj mst world were in the past, so too are the Muslim people 
postages in authoritarian regimes all around the world today. 
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religious parties are public friends of bin Laden and Mullah Omar. 
They have filled the vacuum caused by the military regime^ 
determination to sideline the genuine representatives of the people 

Withdrawal of Ihc military from the political affairs remains 

concern of international policy makers as well as the peopfe^Jk 
Pakistan. Pakistan's present military ruler, General Musharrai, 
vested the presidency with enormous constitutional power$SThese 
constitutional changes amounted to creating a civiliar/dlctaior. It 
was argued that an all powerful president would help i^qlitpte the 
withdrawal of the army to the barracks and prevent the recurrence 
of martial law in the country. ^\>\ 

This has not happened- Tn December 2004, afte^^ceiWig signals 
that General Musharraf wanted to keep his mi]itary)post of army 
chief, the parliament passed a bill enabling hitn^ta^eiwth president 
and army chief . JY 

A military president in Pakistan, Washingtbn!^ey ally, sends the 
wrong message to one billion Muslims r 
war against terror. President Bush call 
freedom. Prime Minister Blair said| 
religions but against oppression an 
of Pakistan is important to t 
interpretation of Islam as a <(nesjfti 
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ar for the values of 

s not a war between 

The democratisation 

nst terrorism, to the 

freedom and enlightenment 
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as well as to the empowermenfBiHl^~f5eople of Pakistan. 

It is difficult to shake Ae/^aTIming image of the Twin Towers and 
Ihree thousand irmocentN^Mnw collapsing under the weight of 
hate. We live in an age traumahsed by terror. 

Today 1 see a MusBiq^worm in flux. Children of two divergent 
education systems /tf£&€{i^pcfeitions of power and responsibility. 
Many of the childnmoyaff&ent, middle class families in the Muslim 
world studied &v ^Urtp^run schools are children of societies 
shadowed by ^kci^rship. Often, as in the case of Pakistan, they 
grew up und^a^ruihless dictatorship that used Ihe intelligence 
services to/tm^m^ri, iorture and shoot citizens for their political 
views, 4^pleiW\ Pakistan were whipped or shot at for holding a 
protest de^i^j^pation calling for the restoration of democracy, 

Even(^ayNbtj3itical freedoms were denied, economic and social 

successe^Cjpprriained a distant dream. More often than not, 

unemployment poverty, malnutrition and injustice destroyed lives. 

Av§ocaeij^was often governed by the whim of the rulers rather than by 

<a\Se > tNpf rules. This led to frustration and discontent amongst 

\ijmtnary people. 

L__me mainstream political parties were banned and stopped from 

Freely functioning. The avenue for the embittered, frustrated youth 
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Pakistan and the War Against 

Terror 
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The senseless catastrophe th.it struck A men 
2001 continues to echo across the globe 

It would seem that the world is movir\ 
clash of civilisations predicted a gene rati 
Huntington, The question before us, 
whether the path to catastrophe? can 
clash of civilisations is reversible.^^ y 

Much of our ability to avert me^kr 
learning the lessons of hi^rxC^Mieme and perseverance are 
required to nphaul political sVsQ^istMt disem power people in this 
the twenty-first century. ShorNe^m solutions could lead lo 

.iJOof a nation where the forces of 
£ U3Q|V)and a militant interpretation of 
eate a difficult challenge. 

decided to throw its weight behind 

following the terrorist attack on the 

s the right decision to take given the 

s though that the inability of the 

tv to facilitate Pakistan's transition lo civilian 

uJd undermine its objectives in the long run, 

h secret that there is sympathy for bin Laden, 
fighters amongst Pakistan's military and clerical 
the two organisations used to train the mujahideen 
a gains tV>trve JBbviet occupation of Afghanistan. Following the 
™tr^awWtof the Soviets, the mujahideen went on to become in 
lar^pami&Te Taliban and al-Qaeda. 

'akisra n's military dictatorship has resulted in the domination ot 

conn try's political, financial and social class by the dominant 

msirtaYy. It has also seen the rise of the religious parties, The 
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The international 
Pakistan's military 
World Trade C 
context. There 
internation 
and democrat! 

It is a w/ 
Tatiban an 
class. T 

U 







justice and born with the zeal to serve the working classes, the. 
middle classes and all the people of Pakistan. 

He who gave his blood and the blood of his sons, both frornj^is 
parly and his family, knew that there can be no sacrifice greater, 
the sacrifice for the people whose respect, honour and dignity 
respect honour and dignity of the nation 

Even though Quaid-e-Awam was sentenced on a trufvf 
charge, today, as millions pav him tribute across the wo, 
shines and inspires whereas those of his opponents is f 

supporters pay him tribute although more than two dec 

passed since he was taken away from this world ir^jw9 o^?the same 
day as the Jesus Christ was crucified. /^-\\^^ 

Quaid-e-Awam made the people proud of thiiQseWes and of their 
nation. As his followers say, "Zinda Hai BhujW£mdarHar - Bhutto 
lives, he lives. 

Indeed he does, in the heart of all tljeswwn&iream of a better 
tomorrow. 

[April 4, 2006} 
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on the basis of the Simla Agreement, He negotiated with President 
Daud of Afghanistan the signing of the Durand Line as a border, 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan but was overthrown before 
was signed. He emancipated the people from ignorance 
backwardness and hosted the Islamic Summit at Lahore wl 
President Arafat was recognised as the sole leader of the Pale; 
paving the way for the establishment of the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Quaid-e-Awam did not believe that the strength of a mTty came 
from the name of a political leader. He believed that the strength of 
the party came from the masses. When he launch^olthe Pakistan 
People's Party in 1967, it did not have any fa mou>-n^me^ General 
Musa made fun of the PPP claiming that it had p^ily^^ckshawalas 
and tonga walas". The people of the country dicKjjaJ/^are for the 
famous names. They wanted to end militarV^Jici^orship and the 
drawing-room politics where a small ef 
bureaucracy and security decided the desJ 
their subservient puppets. The people sail 
the PPP even if it gave a ticket to a la^ 
to take change of their lives. The p< 
professionals, presiding officer; 
commission officials, ordinary cil 




duty, military duty, judicial 
clarion call to end military rii 
voted for PPP under the 
victory was a triumph of p<* 




nging to the 

nation through 

ey would vote for 

ecause they wanted 

e country, whether 

officers, election 

bti election duty, police 




the elections of 1970 as a 

refused to rig elections. They 

of Quaid-e-Awam. The election 

ower washing away all the so- 



called big names of po 

Today Pakistan ha 
s u id d e bomb er s, 
madaris, improve t 
protect women an 





in freedom's tidal wave of triumph, 

uUe terrorists, extremists, militants, 
insurgency in Balochistan, reform 
iary, the police service, the military, 
ties, address the problems of the youth, 
ensure labour a^rd^ffo^asant rights while dreaming of bringing the 
twenty-first ceh^r^fron^backvvard tribal areas to the sea shores and 
dusty village^or^r^feni 

A counli^\that)ljiunched the world of modernity in the region in 
the seventies^ri^ radios and passports for every citizen and 

which l^iriirjhe^ the telecommunication revolution as well as the 
policies^ o tnrjior mat ion technology, deregulation, decentralisation 
and/prwtts^tion in Pakistan in 1988, with its success being copied in 
West Asia, has the capacity to once again transform its 
om crisis to capability. 

to do that it must turn to the message of Quaid-e-Awam, the 

torc^ bearer of the legacy of Quaid-e-Azam who believed in true 

lightenment based on representative institutions, anchored in 
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Pakistan from the bullock age to the atomic age. He broke the 
shackles of ignorance by building universities across the country and 
opened their doors to the young. He gave hope to the millions of 
Pakistanis living in poverty by telling them thai it was not birth 
class but hard work and knowledge that would determine the 
future. He created a new middle class and sent Pakistanis ove, 
to work They were welcomed with open arms because Is la ma 1 
standing reached I he skies. In sharp contrast, the presenla 
Pakistani passport at a it immigration desk today, sadly, 
means suspicion 

As Baluchistan burns, Taliban strength grows in t 
earthquake victims struggle to survive, innocent civ 
the elite celebrate while the poor sweat, the in ten 
grow greater. There is a stark need to revert to th 
of the greatest leaders of Pakistan, namely Ql 
political son Quaid-e-Awam to avert the dange 

The military regime, unfortunately, is stipTmiun 
air. According to reports, it stiil conspi^s 
deny the people their right to choose a 
Attempts are made to offer the mai 
governments of Sindh ov Punjab in 
and re-alignment with the political 
party. The real intent is to break 
with a structure that was ere 
meet the needs oi re for in or 

Recently, Alexander Haig can 
General Musharraf as ar' 
nations build great instj 
lies in enduring struc 

who will have th 
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residential support 
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tion alliance and continue 

302 and which has failed to 

building. 

\ television where he described 

d angered species. The reasons that great 

k>h$h$ because thev realise that greatness 
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are immortal and not in individuals 

e stage and then move on, 

kar AIL Bhutto, a colossus of a leader, 

ave a people's hero who studied history 

Lory. He picked up the pieces of residual 

sed it with investments all the way from the 

v to the Bin Qasim Port. He built the Heavy 

x, gave Pakistan the Mushak aircrafl, health and 

or the voutlv dien.it v to the women who were 

le foreign service and the judiciary, labour rights, 

habeous corpus and most importantly the unanimous 

noc ratio egalitarian and people's constitution of 1973 

incial autonomy. Quaid-e-Awam brought back 90,000 

jrlsbi^rs of war, prevented their war crime trials and also restored 

■r rit qfrty lost to West Pakistan on the battle-field. He laid the 

da tion for an enduring and honourable relationship with India 
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ed to re- write history 
s knights in shining 
d4=tmken rule of General 
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relies on religion or [he military for its support. Another dangerous 
vacuum is being created in yet another part of the country. 

The price of " rentier politics" is alienation, divisiveness and 
threat o\ an implosion that could strike at the very territ 
Integrity of Pakistan. 

It happened before. The disempowerment of the pe 
Pakistan resulted in the disintegration of the country 
emergence of Bangladesh. West Pakistan was threatened 
up but Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed Bhutto saved the count 
his popular support and his empowerment of th 
provinces. When Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed Bhutt 
killed, the country was once again in turmoil. S ^ 
separate. The Baloch leaders were sitting in Kabu 
the leadership of the Pakistan People's P 
country through honest dispensation to pe 
Baloch and Pakhtoon leaders were invite 
amnesty, they contested elections, devei 
available and the country re-integra ted. 

However, since military academie 
to ensure that its dictators are re 
armour, memory rem anted sho 
Yayha Khan was exoiu'rated^JwK^he^ 

national disin Legation. Blame^^Taced on the politicians who 
were out of power and, <U^To^^ower less to lake the decisions 
that led to disintegratioiOSi^ the tyranny of General Zia 

whitewashed to painLhum asVSiiard-e-momin (man of faith). His 
rape of the constitut^OTa^ing of an elected prime minister, 

etfe&r violent groups and emptying of the 
d the politicians were blamed to pave 
her military ruler. 

is 

e of the present military dictatorship that 
ken out for nuclear export and a ship 
to Libya with cargo to assist in nuclear 
ough the nuclear scientist Qadeer Khan chose to 
risibility and fall on his sword to protect others, the 
nal interest was done. India is given nuclear energy 
Islamabad cannot dream of. As President Bush put it, 
akistan are two different countries with two different 
et in 1 947 they were cut from the same cloth and Pakistan 
^ ^td^mfy with India. 

"\^^ opposed the "rentier 11 mentality that lies at the 

W^ of military dictatorships and creates the crises that damage 

iahonal integrity as well as impoverish the people of Pakistan, He 

elieved that Pakistan's true wealth lay in its people. He took 
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when the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan ended, the west "tamed 
its back" on Pakistan, By this they mean the: suitcase politics ende 
and the non-budgetary support dried up. It appears that they 
to convey that when the war against terrorism ends, the 
budgetary support would dry up too. That creates a vested in 
for stoking the fires that enable Islamabad to emerge as a M s*fa 
player. \V^J 

Although we are I he closest allies, under the ™^^MJhe 
dictatorship, Taliban forces have reorganised, reasseTtedAjiem^lves 
and ensured they dispense their form of "justice" in parts oHhe tribal 
areas of Pakistan. Neighbouring Afghanistan coi^mainsChhey are 
destabilising the country and has given a dos^e^ts^lamabad. 
Instead o\ examining the dossier, Islamabad moseVto use harsh 
language against Afghanistan and accused itij^dejship of being 
"oblivious" to the ground situation 

One could argue that it was Istamabadjto 
ground situation except that too many c 
is not oblivious but choosing to ensui 
economic self-interest- /V 

President Bush came to Pakist^n^jj: 
Musharraf was still as committeOy&Khe w, 

was after 9/11 and found he^va^\Mu)r)aTraf in turn was apologetic 
about the "slippages" that run 

However, the quesLio^lji^e^me^ lo the fore is how credible that 
apology can be. The milT^^ knows fully well, having 

learnt Ibis from the deparUuX^I CENTO, SEATO and the Soviet 
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a Strategic threat" the raison d'etre of 

as the unaccountable non-budgetary 

they want that? Would they want that? 

'port is reported to be in the region of nine 

ars annually. That amount is almost equal to 

e country. It amounts Lo significant flows of 

'country that is additionally getting another 

,ion dollars in budgetary support. 

its hold on power, the military dictatorship has 

eted the mainstream political parties through horse- 

o^jjeion and inducements. However, they have failed to 

people, who are the children of the democratic dream of 

zam and Quaid-e-Awam, into abandoning the 

tream parties. Undeterred by this, the military dictatorship is 

owvseeking to crush the moderate forces in Balochistan, Pakistan's 

{ lat est province. The suppression of the nationalist Baloch tribes 

ys into the hands of the bearded and non-bearded leadership that 
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Quaid-e-Awam Zulfikar Aii Bhutto Si 
anniversary on April 4 falls at a time 
with a critical situation. 

The dark shadow of military die tat 
horizon and spawns fissi porous ten den 
of the country, Rocket launchers 
while the military is invoked in o 

The rise of the suicide bombt 
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brutal military rule led to tl 
picked up automatic weapon^ 
under the present milita 
the weapons are mor 
vesterdav. 

The country has le 
military dictatorship 
corruption, ncq^o 





martyrdom 
is tan is faced 

ads the political 
ti^g at the solidarity 
sts kill innocents 
^atnst its own people. 

d struggle is reminiscent 

tyranny of General Zia's 

ov culture where young men 

culture has reasserted itself 



clatorsnip of General Musharraf. Except 
~rous 




than the kalashnikovs of 



ugh tragic lessons of history that each 

6 national loss, culture of lawlessness, 

i ideal persecution, misgovernance and 

neglect of areas r^k^ue^ly affects the lives of the citizens of the 





fit from the rentier mentality of the military 
rents out Pakistan's real estate in return tor 
eds of millions of non-budgetary support which 
oming in suitcases. This creates a climate where 
have taken to calling bin Laden "the best finance 
istan has" due to hundreds of millions of non- 
support that comes for his capture. They argue that while 
ey may not come directly to the people of Pakistan, it would 
±^down . 
e supporters of the military dictatorship often point out that 



government did, becoming the first in history to repay principal debt 
and lower the debt burden on the unborn generation. 

While children sleep hungry and parents cannot find work^ 
harsh reality of life under the military dictatorship is a slijj 
rebuke of the inability of unrepresentative systems to 
economic emancipation to their people. 
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ti 





whopping $ 2.4 billion dollars. 

Defending frontiers or defending the real estate? 

To balance the budget, the increase in development expenditure 
should have been offset by cutting non-development expenditujfe 
Instead, a raise of about Rs, 27 billion in defence spending w§& 
announced . /Co\ x v 

Moreover, the Public Accounts Committee found last mofc 

over Rs. 35 billion in military pensions were paid from 
budget! 

This is strategic fudging to prevent the 
expenditures to GDP rising. 

At a time when sixty per cent of the people li\ 
less a day, when poverty, hunger and unem 
solidarity with the people could have b 
reducing perks for the top military brass, Th 

The democratic political parlies hav 
commitment to defence requirements 
between defence requirement and fina 

top brass. The Charter of Democracy ifenetijbn May 14, 2006 calls for 
transparency in defence spending. I]J^h^r)}re, important that the 



of defence 

O 




dollars or 

t is rising, 
nstrated bv 

t done. 

cord of a strong 

re^is a difference 

sh life stvles for the 



military regime allows a health 
uses for defence allocations 

Privatising the future 

Jt was the vision and 
Bhutto Shaheed that Pakis 
including the Steel Mj)l 
infrastructure of the 
Karakorum Higrmy 
Heavy Engineering^; 
Pasni and GwadaiNpo 




rarv discussion on the 




'o 



:t< 



of Quaid-e-Awam Zulfiqar All 

ted in public sector corporations 

VP governments invested in the 

building amongst others the 

Qasim, Heavy Mechanical Factory, 

Saindak Project, Ormara Naval Base, 

he oil refinery, power projects, fertiliser, 



cement, sugar and other plants, 

While the^WieV^^volvement in public corporations was 
overstretche6^msheo^r non-transparent privatisation fails to protect 
the rie:htSxolord4narv workers. Most recently this was witnessed in 
the contr«vfc£smi sale of the Pakistan Steel Mills, Moreover, 
hundrerfs/fi5Clhousands of workers in privatised entities face an 
unce/J^Uuwe. The regime must ensure ihey are able to sustain a 
sec^fe)H^e!ihood for themselves and their children. 

<y^iKbMget mysteriously refrains from providing information on 
O^rm^acMAal use of privatisation proceeds. The concern is that the 

^^-^iry dictatorship has used privatisation proceeds for budget 




>^ffib 



efidt reduction purposes. That would be a shame for far more 
ecessary is the need to retire the national debt. This is what the PPP 
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the financial year development spending is reduced. This is the 
second reason why higher allocations do not necessarily make 
higher expenditures. 

Third, the relationship between expenditures and outcomes is 
automatic. Examples abound of hospitals without doctors, 
schools, missing teachers, political patronage, cent 
management structures and widespread corruption in ec^cati 
and health departments. In fact, when public reso 
channelled through dysfunctional public institutions ittfev <f*rely 
re a c h i n tende d bene f i ci a r i es > 

Fourth, these higher development expenditures 
new resources are raised through domestic borrow \ 
into tomorrow's greater debt liabilities which l ( 
weak and downtrodden sections of society. 

The poor need a level playing field that 
justice to all. Despite promises of "enligh 
military regime's managers refuse to cha 
system that locks people in a perpetu 
system that taxes the poor and subsiate 
keeps ordinary people hostage to the 

Social protection - too little, too 

The budget includes a 



d financing. If 

^Translate 

urdern the 





government employees, a r 
income tax rates for the 
minimum wage. These 
financial pressures on the 





socio-economic 

oderation 1 , the 

qual and unjust 

overty. It is a 

rich, a svstem that 

f a narrow elite, 



t dearness allowance for 

ease in pensions, reduced 

lass and an increase in the 

tioned steps cannot relieve the 

Few of Pakistan's people have 




formal sector employ izr*eft I to take benefit of these schemes. 

The budget launchecla^employment scheme based on personal 
loans granted throu^hSl^National Bank of Pakistan. This scheme is 
unlikely to resolvamirani^nemploymen in Pakistan. Employment 
comes through re^VaNof the industrial sector and a fundamental 
change in n^Jiofiat^^ities. While masses of young people look for 
a remunerativuN^Tj^ti^cl military officers take over civilian 
positioi^TP^ese^are jobs that could help thousands of families but 
are usearai^ive a second income to retired military personnel. 

ion in Pakistan is grossly inadequate. Even on 

ints, the country spends less than 1 % of GDP on 

ion. 

, expenses of both the Prime Minister's House and the 

s House exceeded their annual budgetary allocation. The 

mister's House spent twice as much as originally allocated! 

new army General Headquarters in Islamabad, including 

mansions and luxury clubs for top military bureaucrats, will cost a 
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record increases in the prices of edible hems including pulses, sugar, 
vegetables and cooking oil. Such soaring prices played havoc on the 
monthly budget of fixed income groups 

In Ihe developed world, food prices remained constant- Take 
case of United Kingdom where there was no significant increa 
the price of milk, oil, poultry, sugar and oiher items oj^rfai 
consumption during the last six years. 

The Pakistani media rightly highlighted the dramatic increased 
food prices- Such price rises transform into real lives wimchndren 
going hungry because their parents cannot afford the sky^cBieting 
prices and with increasing malnutrition amongst^boXh yqemg and 
old. Yet the dictatorship turned to the utility stfmt^c^^J^egun by 
the PPP. The PPP did set up the utility stores bu 
as a substitute for de licit reduction and curhi 
hundred utility stores ran not go far in a con 
of nearly 160 million people. 

Ensuring price stability requires goo 
steps tc stop hoarding, improve supply^n 
middle men, and control business cart*. 





r saw them 
ntrol. Four 

\i\ population 



ee. It requires 
reel lice the role of 



months. The Public 
esponsible involving 



Ligar hoarders and business 

millions of ordinary citizens, 

law is helpless in eradicating 

corrupt is crucial to sustaining the 

nrrv^s entire accountability apparatus is 

elected leader in office. 




Sugar prices nearly doubled 
Accounts Committee held sel 
influential sugar barons in th 

However, when it conies t< 
cartels whose misdeeds im 
there is a criminal sile 
corruption since the loyalty 
military regime. The^i^ 
geared towards keepip&o ^^ 

A misplaced focuf(Qye*^ndilures rather than outcomes 

The regime claims (b^increase pro-poor expenditures through 
increased subsjdig^nd higher development spending. Greater 
allocations f&<d^petej^enL are welcome but who will finance these 
expend iturejs-a^tr^w ^)ill they reach the poor? 

Fir»t,^mre^^ a distinction between allocations and actual 
expendilu^K^Ehe Musharraf regime regularly failed to utilise 
amourvK^feeaJed for development. Sometimes as much as fifty per 
cent vv^s((L^jjtiIised. One chief minister left 70 per cent of the 
dey^tobB^ru expenditure unutilised. During last year's first nine 
^ontrajjfhe NWFP spent only 38.7 per cent of its annual 
^^e^dWment budget. A higher development allocation does not 
" €tt*ssarily mean higher actual expenditures. 

\ Se cond, given defence expenditure and debt servicing (with more 
anymore loans being taken) fiscal space is limited. By the middle of 
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The Rich have Fun While the Sh 
Sinks A Budget Critique 



Pakistan is witnessing a worrying econoi: 
There is a growing disparity between ttj 
between the powerful and the powerless. 

For the rich, the military dictatorship's 
major boon, ll means bullish stock 
prices, and easier bank loans. For the 
surge in economic growth is a bam 
higher -and purchasing powcr<Jaw 
words of the economist Mahbub-fc 
rich are having fun but the sti 

These growing economic 






ocial divide, 
the poor and 



lomic growth is a 

booming property 

poor, the recent 

essential goods are 

I terms. Pakistan, in the 

^TifTis like a titanic where the 

g down. 

es threaten to rip apart the 
ked, they can deepen ethnic 
xi Demilitarisation of North Waziristan 
nsc of alienation in the provinces. 

'quality, stark poverty amidst obscene 
1960s and the so-called "decade of 
development" mi 4gj^Q^»ral Ayub Khan. 

The divisive e€i>norrnc\holicies of General Ayub's era sparked a 
nation-wide f^uesVsSoncr ultimately culminated in Pakistan's 

il971. Now another military dictator follows 
6f economic exploitation of the poor, 
of the citizens and faces a rising rebellion in 
province. 

e general price level (measured by the consumer price 

irtoiJ^nDseyDy 9.30 per cent. This is the largest annual increase in the 

<Jasft/e^&^'ears. Over three years, oil prices went up by nearly 70 per 

^m^fceting all aspects of daily life from transportation costs to 

-rices. 



social fabric of society* 
cleavages in a country p 
and Balochistan and a 

This story of growtl 
Lixury is reminiwceftK o. 




dismembe 
similar polic 

disempowr 
Pakistan's^ 







he military dictatorship's economic mismanagement resulted in 



purpose, including Mr. Leghari, Mr, Sharif and Mr Musharraf. 
Therefore, the cases continued even after Ihe regimes changed. 

Q. Why were red notices issued against you and your spouse^ 
How do you see the government's move to have your ass 
in the US, the UAE and elsewhere seized? 

Ans. AH these moves are being made to detract attention frara t 
institutionalised corruption of the regime. 

Q. What's your party's stance on cooperating with the 

Ans. The nature of "cooperation' 1 should be defmeckt>etoje a 
comment can be made. Within the framework of the^RD we 
are prepared to cooperate with all other pfittlteil parties lo 




banish dictatorship from the country. 

Q. What should be Pakistan's role in the sta 
US and Iran? 

Aiis. Pakistan should seek to use its influen 
bring about a political settlement. 



[The Dawn} 




etween the 




>th countries to 



f July 16, 2006} 
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Ans. There is a difference between a country's parliament where 

different ideologies compete and the masses decide which way 
to go, and a political party which has one ideology according 
to which its workers decide who they wish to lead them. 

Q. Can you categorically claim that the PPP will not take pa 

the elections if they're held in the presence of $eifc 

Musharraf? 

Ans. There are those that would like the PPP to bo/q6tt ^he 
forthcoming national elections; but it is premature to sp^cuMle 
what the PPP would do. The PPP prefers contesting the 
elections, but will take the final decision closer toeWlioV time 

and in consultation with other opposition parti^^^^^ 

Q. Why don r t you go back to Pakistan and face tWca^efe that are 
against you in several courts? One says th^«^rrrtg in mind 
the |udiciary that is so independent thai (its decision in the 
Steel Mills case is being appreciated^y^eyeryone. If you 
don't go back, would it be right to i^^r^Siat you still don't 
expect a fair trial? 

Ans. I am facing cases in several courts 
of investigative litigations ove 
faced as much litigation as I h 

I am thankful to the pcop 
shield and my defence. I u 



Pakistan and in a number 
Jyleblder in history has 
s^o many jurisdictions. 

n whose prayers are my 
my brothers and sisters lo 







continue praying for^jr^/ftec^sft 1 need their prayers. The 
regime could get more^engejur as it gets more fearful as the 
time of elections comes closer J may mention here that my 



election petition to 
women's seat was, 
still not decide 
judgment is a 
members in 
decis tons^r^ne^ 
come. H^wejra^ 
ighl 




.pui 




lafed a member of parliament on the 

>e &e£ided in six months as per law. Tt is 

oubt, the Steel Mills privatisation 

e and there are many conscientious 

udiciary. T hope they will take bolder 

re while some bold ones have already 

according to national and international 

huma^K^ghfsA organisations, Pakistan's judiciary is under 

execu ti vb^res^u re. 

In a case pending against you before a Swiss Court, any kind 
of judgment is expected. Who would you hold responsible in 
-^^^^verdict goes against you: Mr Sharif, who prepared 

case, or the present government, which pursued it 

ously? 

hardliners in the establishment created the National 

countability Bureau as a front organisation to politically re- 
engineer Pakistan's direction, ft used different persons for the 
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support the building of institutions including the election 
commission, parliament, and judiciary, and grant provincial^ 
autonomy to bring the government to the people who are tWf^N^ 
true owners of Pakistan. The armed forces budget will be ma«e s 

accountable and the armed forces will tome under the primiN. 
minister who is the chief executive. 

Federal Minister Sher Afgan insists that in recent timi 
contacted Gen. Musharraf at least a dozen timeSYl^emals 
issued by your party have been unable to make hrmchringe 
his claim. What's the factual position? Wouldn't holding a 
dialogue with the general be more useful tti^^gettitig into 
confrontation with him? ^^0\^ 



Ans. 



Q. 



Ans. 



In most countries people look for evidence 
wild allegations. The minister did not p 
and hi? allegations are putently false 

On what terms will the PFF be will in 
Gen. Musharraf? 

The PPP has not considered 
likelihood to stand along side tl 
Laden to escape from Tora 13 
and re-assert themselves asi 
become a scapegoat to $ 
was overthrown twice to s 
terrorism. After its fj 
of being declared a 
second overthrow^ §/U t 
power, al-Qaeda 
Afghanistan; the 




they print 
v evidence 



cooperate with 





as there is little 

allowed Osama bin 

Taliban to regroup 

feed A. Q. Khan to 

Don't forget that the PPP 

ie stage for the war against 

row, Pakistan was on the brink 

late in 1993. After the PPP's 

place, if the PPP had been in 

ld^never have established camps in 

11 the Trade Towers would not have 



taken place, lhe(wdi§^ip/lraq and Afghanistan would not have 
occurred; and<Mus|kp5 everywhere would not be under siege, 
The policiesuijjgjR PPP were aimed at bringing peace, harmony 
and broflrar^KHiek^^ose who want a clash of civilisations 
cannot a^^e^H^e RFP and it is futile to even consider such a 
whnje trumped up charges are made, political 
uish In jails and exiled politicians are denied the 
in their own homeland. 



packag 



Q- 



prison* 
rightTjfy 

Youi 



O 




y, like other parties m the opposition, is opposing 
usharrafs plans to get himself re-elected by present 
ssembties. The argument is that an assembly whose own 
|ire4s that of five years can't elect a president for 10 years. If 
sevhow will you justify your own election as chairperson of 
\^oux party for life when the electoral college is not meant for 
^hat long a term? 
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haven't done so cither, The Sindh High Court in its judgment 
of May 2006 in the tractor gate scandal said, "The entire 
proceedings suffer from a lack of transparency, smack of 
subjective decision, arbitrariness and excess t>f jurisdiction 
well as favouritism." The Sindh High Court further ruled the* 
"existing notifications are not to be t jctcd upon. 1 ' Thes 
proofs of financial wrongdoing and abuse of office. 

Despite the* courts ruling on prima facie corruption, Mpaetton 
has been taken and inaLcad billions are wasted on the sWalWd 
National Accountability Bureau whose sole purple is fcjlteep 
one man in office by entangling democratic a 
series of investigations through trumped up ch 

The people's government established 
Development Board to take pro-people 
concessions and imports of the engineer^ 
military dictatorship recently appointe 
who has never attended an engineer! 
dotted line of specific schemes. 

There is a difference when the es 
no-confidence against a democr 
and when the opposition ir 





m a 



ineering 

on tariffs, 

stry. But the 

itsf executive 

sum on the 




against an establishment 
council seat on merit. The o 
confidence to draw a 
and wanton plunder o 
people impoverished^hiingf 

The CoD is a very 





*nt moves a vote of 
:ed prime minister 
wie of nt>-confidence 
/ho cannot win a union 
ion is moving the vote of no- 
wards the financial turpitude 
it assets that are leaving our 
nd miserable- 

cument to go through. How will 



enough to 

Ans. When [Y\& 
subcontine 
said 
nev« 
of 
disl 







the ARD implemenjNt wiien a number of its provisions arc 
against the arim ont? chief? Are political forces strong 

rmy and throw it out of politics? 

Azam declared that the Muslims of the 

:arve out a separate nation state, many 

majority and the ruling British would 

) happen. But his dream came true. The Charter 

is a prescription lor saving Pakistan from 

nd from degenerating into a failed state. Every 

rson in the country, whether in the military or 

ie else, will support the charter to s^vc the unity, 

rWy and well-being of Pakistan, 

,t steps should be taken to bring the army's role in 
politics to an end? Can you give our readers the sequence of 
s»ch measures? 



. The political parties which are signatories to the charter will 



:u] 



As far as the issues before Lhe alliance are concerned, all 
statements are issued by the alliance and not by any single 

party. 

Q. Will any move to impeach Gen. Musharraf not according hjn 
an implied recognition as president because only the hea 
state can be impeached, not a general? What reaction do you 
expect from the general in case such a move fails? It is likely 
to fail because the opposition doesn't have the ijMuiwd 
strength in parliament. 

Ans. The decision taken al the AKD meeting is of a qj^conf idence 

vote against the Musharraf regime. A committeeman been 
established to examine the matter further with en view to 
highlighting loot and plunder comnuttecL^^tpe regime 
following the Supreme Court's verdict in (htTSled Mills case. 
The verdict clearly spoke of illegalities antKo^aJ^ss of billions 
of rupees. (( 

Q. When a no-confidence motion waj^Wrw^ against you in 
1989, which was defeated by seveivrate^you said that such a 
move 'shakes the country' even irvKteJfefaated. Why will it 





not shake the country now? 

Ans. We will move the no-coi 
resign, it is to morally pro 
place in the country an. 
the so-called National 
were to dig open the priv 
case will smell fo 
company that did 
which is the inter 

As a consequen 
capital mark 
dictatorship. 
hiring finale 
those 
former 





If the regime fails to 

out and plunder taking 

rupees are being wasted on 

ilily Bureau. If the opposition 

ion done by the junta, every 

rig the KESC's privatisation to a 

0-year experience running a utility 

?nchmark for such privatisations. 

try is experiencing power cuts. The 

crashed five times during the Musharraf 

n SECP Tariq Hassan was stopped from 

ic experts to track the money hack to 

robbed millions of middle class investors. The 

i mister, jamali also spoke of this fraud and 





manipuiaftojt; The allegations of fraud involving purchase of 

railwav ^engines remain uninvestigated. The cement scandal, 

tbtf^ufia^scandal, the wheat scandal, and the Lahore land 

ire aimed at robbing the people and keeping wealth in 

<*i rejfeg/ hands that can be used to destabilise democratic 

<\^Ov^?nments in future by creating monopolies with the ability 

ib^orce shortages of essential items. 

General Musharraf savs that he would declare his assets 
annually, but has failed to do so. Those who are close to him 
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first step down as the COAS and hold free and fair elections. 
Is it not against the declared policy of your party? Previously, 

the your party's stand was that Gen, Musharraf is not eligib 
to contest the elections unless he retires as a general and tl 
waits for two years like any other government servant to ** L * 
part in politics. 

Ans. The army chief cannot contest presidential eTectionsr& 

Ihe Const i in lion doesn't allow it. Moreover, the armed fdrtes 
arc a national institution and must be above the polioeatJfay, 
General Musharraf's campaigning for the ^rftng g^rty is 
undermining the neutrality and universal appeiiRjfetJ^ armed 
forces. , 

Q. In one of your previous interviews, you opposed agitation 
saying that it may pave the way for another general to step in 
and intervene in politics. You also talked ju/a smooth and 
controlled transition to democracy/Sjt-Mi^ARD meeting 
called upon all democratic forces tQj^^united in order to 
form a national consensus goveAujj^rft^and hold elections 
within 90 days. Is the ARD decision nw^in conflict with your 
views? Which, in your opinipnr^SlKjbetter course for the 
restoration of democracy? (C \\ 

Ans. The PPP prefers a smootrKram^^ democracy and believes 
that pressure should be moum^ for a government of national 
consensus to replac4^£ruTifog parly which rigged the last 
local elections. The naiionapgovernmml should implement 
electoral reformsr^ char^a oul in Ihe PPP election paper 

is paper, amongst other measures, 

fes and the inspector-general police 

ission, thereby preventing provincial 

alions from politically exploiting them 

for elecfcivpurji^ses. However, if a national government is riot 

formed n^rNgjucTcrakl reforms are undertaken, political parties 

may be/tfor^Hnto lorming a grand alliance. 

Wilri<aer^)it to expect that in future the PPP will not issue 
any statement contradicting the decisions taken from the 

Al^p^bKtform? 

AnSy^et<B£^ is a member of Ihe ARD and its views, as well as 

((mdSepbi other component parlies, are the views of the ARD. 

<>^> Tjw^ARD is a political alliance formed lo achieve a certain 

^^Xweil-defined objective, namely the restoration of democracy 

through holding free and fair elections under an independent 

/election commission and a caretaker set-up of national 

consensus. The alliance has also recently bound itself to a 

charter that seeks to banish the role of the military in politics. 




released in March' 
brings the chiel 
under the elect u 

and federal amnii 



Q- 
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Hoping Against Hope 



Interview of Ms. Benazir Bhutto 





f' I T he Charier of Democracy is a prescr 
JL from disintegration and degenerate 
state. Every patriotic: person in the cou 
or anywhere else, will support the t 
integrity and well-being of PakistanJ^avs 

The meeting of the A Hi ancestor 
July 2, 2006 in London is consi 
meetings of the coalition. It v 
components signed the Ch 





move a no- trust motion a gains 
at the July 2 meeting 
coalition achieve its tar 
seen. 

Apparently, despot* 
stance regardin 
contest presid^i 
holds free and 
different 






ving Pakistan 

s being a failed 

her in the military 

protect the unity, 

ief Benazir Bhutto, 

oration of Democracy on 

important than the earlier 

city of London that all its 

ocracy (CoD). The decision to 

usharraf regime was also taken 

'hat «xTent this decision would help the 

n the 36- point CoD remains lo be 



ecision, the PPP lias not changed its 

jen. Musharraf should be allowed to 

fins if he takes off his military uniform and 

Other parties in the coalition have a 

fhey say that Gen. Musharraf is not 

ith or without military uniform. 

fy 2 meeting, the PPP [^ not willing to commit 
ke part in the elections if Gen. Musharraf is still 
ieal horizon. 

hese issues, recently Dawn Magazine caught up with, 
rson and self-exiled former prime minister of Pakistan, 
utto. The following are excerpts from the interview: 

few days before the ARD's July 2 meeting in London a 
statement attributed to you was issued. It said that if Gen. 
Musharraf wants to contest presidential elections, he should 



between India and Pakistan. Of course, I remain skeptical of 
the ability of a military dictatorship to build peace due to 
inherent historical reasons. 




[July 19, 2006} 
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before completing its term. 

Q. Has Musharraf or his people made any tentative move to, 
establish contact with you for a formula to resolve t 
deadlock? 

Ans: We read in the press that Musharraf and his aides a 
contact me (or a political solution and then we rea^f 
Musharraf has changed his mind. 1 personally dou 
Musharraf or those that are around him woul 
understanding with the PPP led by me. What he say 
to the PPP platform but on the ground the si 
different. Pakistan is a critical country and Ihe^^es^e high 
for those around Musharraf who allowed OsxTmasptoXaden to 
escape from Tora Bora, allowed the Taliban 
assert themselves as well as forced A 
sword to save others. It seems a contra 
such elements would allow the PPP bo*: 
help it. Don't forget that PPP was o 
stage fur the war against terrorism 
Pakistan was on the brink of bei 
1993. After the PPP's second o 
took place- 1 1 the PPP had 
never have established ramps li 
the Trade Towers wouIdn<JM^ 
and Afghanistan woukt^wxlhave occurred and Muslims 
everywhere would^jK be) finder siege because extremists 
exploit Ihe message oT N i*l^ The policies of the PPP were 
aimed at bringir%^eac^harmony and brotherhood. Those 
who want a clash xfr^^isations cannot accept the PPP. They 
fear my populi(rT^^^ the people whom my father served 
and gave hi^w/(rafand whom I served losing my father, 
brothers, was\^prrsoned with my mother, saw my husband 
held f«$£ elS^ejV^d a hah years without a conviction and 
endured ^xKe^Ti^ up little children and looking after an 
ailj^j^ott^V 

ehend that if Musharraf comes under extreme 
give way to you, he might venture into some sort 
cale skirmish with India? 

that external threats help divert attention from the 

^1 problems and that whenever Pakistan has had n 

nfl^Eary dictatorship there has been a skirmish or a conflict, 1 

<X s v <t#pe better sense prevails this time, Even though Musharraf 

^s>and I are on different sides of the political spectrum in 

7 Pakistan, 1 am glnd to see that he has adopted - at least overtly 

- the PPP policy enunciated at Simla for good relations 



regroup and re- 
fall on his 
terms to think 
wer if they can 
ice to set the 
Is first overthrow, 
red a terrorist state in 
the attacks of 9/11 
,er. al-Qaeda would 
fgrumislan, the attacks on 
a ken place, the wars in Iraq 
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Q 



Afghanistan as well as in dealing vvilh those forces who are out 
to Talibinise Pakistan, It needs to eliminate terror isin for its 
own survival and to protect its people from zealots who kill 
innocents in masques and churches and temples. It needs 
give social and economic equality to lis people. The last thin 
needs is more of the last five years which have seen an 
chief rules the country singlehandedly and one who ha 
two assassination attempts. Moreover, poverty has^L^ 
Pakistan and the international ratings for the country Kave 
gone down. People of Pakistan are hardworking lawfui^md 
keen lo join the march of civilisation towards {w^om,/jusltce, 
gender equality, peace and prosperity. They cairtka^j^rough 
democracy. 

If you do return could Musharraf detain ehhejy/jr both of 
you? This will defeat the very purpose/^SFywrgomg back. 
What is then the alternative? Is it possible that Washington 




Ans 



could persuade Musharraf from s 
would risk it There are cases pendi 
use them as the reason for detenti 
last straw for the people? 

: When Musharraf has pardon 
Khan who sold nuclear technpjoftv on 
according lo his confess 
persecute me on improve 




£tton? Or you 

ou. He might 

ould prove the 



ear scientist A. Q. 

international market 

rat has no moral right to 

Fions that are a decade old. 1 



plan going back im > *q^rfve s df what Musharraf does. When \ 
was banned from conte^lWjrje last elections 1 did not go back 
for several reasons/Those elections were too close to 9/11 and 
Musharraf kept clwlngw 1 would not stop my party from 



forming the gov 
win a majority 
factionalised 
for it. This 
shall bell 
me just 
un 
two iio. 




A!' 




i we won a majority. Welly we did 

harraf postponed the parliament and 
4f^ My party knows I made the sacrifice 
V party wants me back with one voice and I 
em and for our people who have stood by 
eVtood by them. As 1 have suffered, 1 can 
i suffering of my people. They live on less than 
ay and young people find it difficult to get jobs. 
Th^s) wttopg. Our hospitals and schools are crying out for 
fur^ingyjply party and I will invest in our people and in peace, 

ik any understanding on how to decide about who will 
PM, if the party system is restored and elections held? 

premature to talk about it at this stage. Our first concern is 

tVend bonaparlism and the military's involvement in politics. 

Jti the Charter we have agreed lo recognise the right of a 

political party to form government and not chased out of office 




;lo 




policy or to protect the rights of the federating units or 
intercede in the grave political crisis facing the Federation. 
Parliament has been reduced to a rubber stamp for the chief of 
army staff who unconstitutionally occupies ihe office of the 
president. 

We have called upon all moderate and democratic poll 
forces, irrespective of their party positions, to unite on ca 
for the restoration of democracy, the forma tio 
government of national consensus to hold free, fair an 
elections within 90 days 

We decided to consider reisgning from the a 
consultation with other opposition parlies, 
Musharraf seek to elect himself throw g. 
assemblies. 

Q. We had heard that another meeting witt 
scheduled in Dubai. Have you two k 
pursuit of joint objectives outlined in 

Ans: We have met several times since 
May, However, in the meantime st] 
parties are in regular contact f££ 
struggle and for consultations 
endorse the Charter of Dent^rafe^ 

Q. Are there any plans for botJi-QJNtou together or you alone for 
returning to Pakistan? 

Ans: As the two parties are togfetheo?artners in the ARD it makes 







Sharif was 
ntact in the 
^reement? 

arrter was signed in 

ership of the two 

ing the political 

inocratic parties to 



Q- 



sense that both N 
together. Bui it is p 
stage. 

Is the US ambassW: 
allowed back frrJ 




and 1 return to the country 
e to decide such matters at this 



Ans 




tatcment that both of you must be 

Stan, an indication of the official 

thinking m Washington. Do you feel that Musharraf could 

eit under pressure to permit entry? 

or was correctly quoted in the media that 

'ministers be freely allowed back in Pakistan, it 

d welcome statement. The US is the world's 

ocracy. President Bush has spoken of supporting 

in different parts of the world. Those close to 

Musharraf claim that he is a close ally of the 

onal community and the principle of democracy will 

no^jzre applied to Pakistan. Therefore, the statement of the 

^^mbassador, if correctly quoted, is important reflecting the 

democratic aspirations of the people of Pakistan, Pakistan 

needs to go forward regionally in relations with India and 
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Interview of Ms. Benazir Bhutt 
to Hindustan Times 



Q. Since the agreement between you and 
any further developments taken place 
of real party system and remov 

administration? 



Ans: The Charter of J democracy was 
Thereafter Mr. Sharif and I met d 
London to reaffirm our vision t 





Sharif have 

-emergence 

ilitary-run 



democratic and egalitaria 
neighbours, C)n July 2, the 
met and adopted a numb 
resolutions aim at htfildi 
national consensus to ho 
Charter goes be 
accountable society 






on May J 4, 2006, 
es in Dubai and 

urn re as a federal, 

ace with itself and its 

alliance known as AKD 

de-ranging resolutions. The 

ssure tor a government of 

next general elections. The 

elections to the pluralistic and 

dream of creating a moderate, 



enlightened and /rfmjr4shing society is implemented. We 

affirmed that ^,\femarj)fjand \ shall return la Pakistan before 
the general elecHbns^anu warned that any attempt to stop our 
home comin^wMvbe a denial of the constitutional right of 
impartial an&^e elections. 

We re 




v 



sNriat terrorism and extremism are a by-product 
es and can be fought best by a democratically 



O 





men I. 

that the military dictatorship has brought the 
,_^.,.„^ v , Pakistan to the precipice when all but one road 
lradsfleKSlrifc, chaos and the threat of disintegration. The 
eoeVcjiion today is at war with its people and itself. The 
regime today uses brute and naked state force in a war against 
own people who demand their constitutional, economic, 
political and cultural rights- 
Parliament's sovereignty is vetoed by the National Security 
Council. Parliament is denied the right to freely formulate 




Q- 



hold guns in their hands and disturb (he peace, it's very 

difficult to get safe and open borders. Attacking militancy i 
very important, not only vis-a-vis Afghanistan, but also vis 
vis India. 

What do you think of the current state of women's righ 
Pakistan? 



Ans: There's a very big debate on Lhe role of women in the 

world, Some claim that women must be kept be 
doors, but i argue thai Islam came to emancipate 



to repress them. The time has come whe 
Muslim world need to realise that each of 
interpret religion as we wish, and we do no 
state to tell us how to worship, 

Q. There are certain re I igious leaders wh 
for a woman to rule. What is your pe 

Ans: When I was first elected prime min 
Saudi cleric said I hat it was un-lsl 
religious leaders from Yemen, QfiVo^a 
support of a woman loading (, 
tremendous debate and disco 
take us to the past, and tho 








in the 
s alright to 

ics or the 

gainst Islam 



kistan, a leading 

same time, the 

yria all came out in 

jic nation, [There is] 

en those who would 

the future. 

[Nov. 15, 2006} 
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will be different. We came up with a "Charter of Democracy"' 
[which is] aimed at creating a political system of checks and 
balances- In Pakistan, politics is a zero-sum game, but we 
believe thai there should be a place within the system f 
divergent political views. A democratic society will also cr 
tolerance among the young people in Pakistan wh 
confused by conflicting messages. On the one hand, th 
about the beauty of an accountable, transparent go 
system that empowers ordinary people- But the rea 
power flows from the gun. We need to reverse the 
violence and replace it with a culture of law an^^lerance. 

Pakistan currently has term limits that would fee^u from 
returning to office as prime minister. Would -yjaa consider 
running in some other capacity? 

Ans: In the immediate future, my party and 
Sharif are both looking to put an end to 
that it should be left to the people 
America, where a president is elect*) 
or] two terms. Our terms are int 
qualify in the American sense o 
go back to Pakistan to help 
elections. If that limitation is 



Q. 




Q. Your administration was r wl 




ance with Mr. 

limits. We feel 

n. It's not like 

ompietes [one 

io they don't really 

s. I am planning to 

the next general 

for prime minister. 

y corruption charges. 




Ans; The allegations have hrfS^made lo destroy my reputation. 
Despite the rules bem^^ackM against me, none of the courts 
were able to convict m^Y have always proclaimed my 



innocence, my h 
have been convic 

These cor r up tic 
and deny P^ 
corruption cra^* 





d rras proclaimed his, and neither of us 
as any other member of my family. 
s have been made to tarnish my image 
a democratic alternative. Since 1950, 
ave been made against every civilian 
prime q™msfe^\l believe its to divert attention from the 
inslitution^s^dcc^Liption of the military. 

Q. Wrxati^yo^iKview on India-Pakistan relations? 

Ans: Irre^p^tv^of the differences on Kashmir, India and Pakistan 
hsf^^^me forward. One of the key ways that we can move 
forwpffd/Hs by copying Europe's example. Europe was torn 
war until it decided to build a common market, I've 
to Indian leaders on this, and within Pakistan and 
India there's an emerging consensus that while we have 
Inferences, these differences should not stop us from 
{ ^\)economic development and cooperation in terms of trade and 
7 travel- But obviously we need safe borders. While militants 




2fi 




r« 



change has to come by going to the civilian 
option. 

Q, How would you rate General Musharraf's performance as a 
partner to the United States in the Bush administration 1 
fight against terror? 

Ansr I think General Musharraf took the right decision followin 
events of 9/11 to stand with the international comm 
fight terrorism. But 1 question how effective he has 
eliminating terrorism. There is a lack of implementatio 
decisions in many parts of the country, and we^tiave seerTin 
(recentj years how the Taliban have reorganiseo^qemsefves, 
and their goal is to take over Afghanistan oj^%^^^m. The 
religious parties have gained strength withimPakMan and 
today control of two of our most import 
border Afghanistan, Militant groups that 
who were attacking New Delhi, Bombay / ^l 
hold peace between India and Pakistan 
the rise of the religious parties, ll; 
Taliban and the persistence of the 
Pakistan's future. 

Is it true that you initially sup 
first formed in Afghanistan?. 

When the Taliban first emeig^xihe United States, Pakistan 
and many other countrie^/pa^\them as a force for peace, but 
soon we became disillu^k^jeA/Jhere's a difference between 
Taliban with al-Qac^a^ and Taliban withuut al-Qaeda. When 

, trtere was no al-Qaeda. They were 

to he a political force within 

rthrow of my government in 1996, 

$H^ set up training camps. At that time, 1 

osilion in the Pakistani parliament, and 1 

rnrnent to issue an ultimatum to the 

ey evicted al-Qaeda, Pakistan would 





Q- 



Ans: 



ovinces that 

e) banned - 

erging and 

en I look at 

nisation of the 

roups, 1 worry for 

aliban when they 



the first Taliban em 
there as Afghan* 
Afghanistan, Afte 
they allowed al-Oae 
was leader of 
called up 
Taliban t 
break 
ears. 





Q- 




th them. Unfortunately, my calls fell on deaf 




Describe your new alliance with former political rival Nawaz 
ShanE Wtyat are your intentions going forward? 

lf(fa&&Re£ to Saudi Arabia last year to meet with Mr. Sharif. I 
ordKW^n that [people] inside and outside Pakistan are 
ned that both of us spend so much time fighting each 

J*/ [and] that if democracy was restored, we might have 
ther round of senseless political battles. We needed to send 
a signal that we've learned our lessons and that next time it 
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'I Worry For Pakistan's Future' 



Newsweek 



O&A: Benazir Bhutto o.v Pakistan's Futu 




After a decade in exiJe, former Prime Minis/ler^e>mziT Bhutto is 
itching to get back into politics - an^WarM of militant 



Jslams growing influence. 

Web Exclusive 

By Karen Fragaia Smith - Newsweek 
Updated: 6:19 p.m. BT Nov. 15, 2006 
Age has scarcely mellowed Benaz 

time former prime minister ha£^t 

made her the first woman to bej? 

nation nearly two decades 

publicly joined forces with 

fellow exile) Nawaz Sharif, 





Kto^Af 53, Pakistan's two- 

I the fighting spirit that 

eader of a modern Muslim 

she was only 35. Recently, she 

r political nemesis (and now 
uncing their past feuds and 



demanding restoration dr^e^e&cy in Pakistan. Their pact was yet 
another headache for/dre^cou&rys military leader, Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf, who alrea^(W/r^ a full share of problems in both 
embattled Kashmir Aid (§n/}he Afghan border, where Osama bin 
Laden and other atQ^da leaders are believed to be hiding. Bhutto 
recently travelfeHo^Jew^ork to lecture at the Oxonian Society and 
announce her he^Nif^urming for prime minister in 2007. She spoke 
with New^wfesNkaren Fragaia Smith about her views on the 
Taliban, womefcnghts and the corruption allegations that plagued 
her polUidrTtofoe^ Excerpts: 

New»week:vcy Why hasn't Osama bin Laden been found? 

i believe that elements of the [Pakistani] 
military security apparatus have a lot of 
sympathy for bin Laden. General Musharraf 
is relying on the [military! to find bin Laden, 
and it's simply not going to happen. What we 
really need is a change, and I believe that 



Bena^/fflht&>: 




educational institutes. The madaris have refused lo register 

foreign students and the regime has given in before them. 

Q.5: Recently you joint forces with your former political rival 
Nawaz Sharif What are your intentions for this ne 
alliance? 

Ans: Mr. Nawaz Sharii and 1, as former prime ministers, wanted 
make a pledge to the people that we would support a reformist^ 
legislative agenda thai could strengthen civilian instittmb^/ 
We hope through this legislative agenda to crcatete^jhira^tic 
democratic and accountable society governed by msijtutions 
and not by the whims of an individual. Our legislative agenda 
is known as the Charier of Democracy and itwsjUt a bi- 
partisan vision of the future of Pakistan. /^ 

The political parties which are signatories K^eX/harter will 
support the building of institutions irie^dih^^arliament 
judiciary, the Election Commission aQtKgrant provincial 
autonomy to bring government to the^ljop^e-who are the true 
owners of Pakistan and should bfflWit jlrom its syslern of 
governance. The armed forces^^Hdg^U/wiH be made 
accountable and the armed force^wm\ome under the prime 
minister who is the chief ex£c£*^t5i* s is our ) oint intention 
in the ARD. ^X^ 

Q.6: Given the term limits could be lifted and you would be re 
elected 
what are ^ 

Ans: My party and t wouJ*fro£e^o see the lifting of the ban on a 




as prime minister. What would you do first? And 
i your long-term political plans for Pakistan's future? 




>vei 



take place before the next General 

tit came through an arbitrary 

irrto keep out Mr. Sharif and myself who 

^erwhelming support of the people of 

lat does not happen, I intend to return 

Ihc people of Pakistan lo regain their 

momic and social rights. Pakistan faces 

■rty, Jack of roads, drinking water, jobs and 

tion in addition to the challenges of terrorism 

and^nsions with its neighbours. The parliament can then 

decide about the two- term limit, hi the meantime/ the real 

whether the General Elections will be fair, My party 

^fiti^proposed a package of electoral reforms which we believe 

^^e^ritical lo the holding of fair elections. 

{Islamabad, 20 December 2006] 



twice elected prim 
Elections. The Xe 
amendment brou 
together crijp 
Pakistan. 1-1 o 
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Q,3: It is often described that Pakistan's intelligence service, ISI, 
since long indirectly helped the Taliban and al-Qaeda. At the 
same time Gen* Musharraf advertises himself as the key ally 
in the so-called war on terror of the West. How does this 
together? 

Ans: When 1 took over as prime minister in 1988 1 found that many 
of the intelligence officers who had fought the Afghar 
against the* Soviet Union had sympathy for the/VAtgftan 
mujahideen who vvenl on to morph into Taliban and al-Qaeda 
What worries me now is the rampant £ttQWth i]P the 
intelligence community. When I took over as wHme minister 
for the first lime, the ISI was headed by a 7 
However, now it has seven major generals in 
other military agency, the Ml hay also be 
father's time it was led by a colonel. Tod 
general. More disturbingly, key posit jpns^Lfr 
agency known as IB are filled with fpjrip^J^ 
who fought the Afghan Jehad, The 
and stability is to ensure the i 
according to the demands of a m 
General Musharaf has said tl 
against terrorism. However r« 



M< 



is 



declarations, the elements 
succeeded in presidir 
tribal areas of Pakistani 

As prime minister of 




eneraL 

over, the 

ed. In my 

>d by a major 

civilian spy 

^ Sals of the ISI 

^i<n^a)us tan's well-being 

e apparatus works 

democratic stale. 

is £^Key ally in the war 

idicate that despite these 

ehind the terrorists have 

evjval of the Taliban in the 




is I an, and not having the 
constitutional powe^uver^ne military, I was fortunate to have 
a team thai enabied^ir^H^extend the writ of government over 
the state indudin^i/hihe tribal areas. No major international 
act of teiTorism^okvpwIce when 1 was prime minister. Both the 
attacks on the/S^rlcl Trade Towers and others took place 
when my^ajjTy^wa^out of power. 

QA: Despite the promises made by Gen, Musharraf to Bush and 
BlahsMter Wily there has been no reform of the madaris and 
no seriWs^arampt at all to deal with extremists in Pakistan. 
Wh^S^ATO troops and Afghans continue to die, the 
Taliban find a safe sanctuary in Pakistan. How long can this 
n? Will militant Islam get the upper hand in this 

^i^NQiWrnternatitmal community has pumped in money for 
Coeducational reform. Most of this money has been diverted to 
i ^fcfee madaris. However, theTe is little check on exactly how the 
-madaris have used this huge amount of money, which could 

have gone instead to upgrade the public sector universities and 
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resenlly exists 
ment and the 





recognise thai the Taliban went to war with the world under a 
military dictatorship in Pakistan in 2001. Until the military^ 
dictatorship in Pakistan ends, the environment that nourish) 
the Taliban and their sympathisers will continue to grow; 
strength. Second, the tribal areas of Pakistan need 
brought under the framework of a system of law/! 
representation that can empower the people and allowtn* 
be independent of the Afghan- Arab fighters tlj 
dominate their society. Third, Islamabad needs to w< 
with its neighbour in Kabul lo stop the infiltration of Taliban 
across the border in Afghanistan where they^c^e«ong to 
resurrect their regime, Once they do that they^tiTcovertiy, if 
not overtly, bring back al-Qaeda and the woffi wiMbe back to 
square one. Fourth, Islamabad needs U^r^^m^iLs security 
apparatus and end the duality of contr 
and bring them under the controJ of 
prime minister. 

1 may point out thai last week Paki 
"I am not denying that people 
border but this is happening desj 
proves that a military dicta toi 
of government across tl 
government was able to ei 
tribal areas in the ej 
mafias similar to the 
militias. 

Q.2i When you were 
supported the T< 
Taliban* What 
your stance today! 

Ans: The Talibai^ia^\initiaJly seen by my government and others 
in the We^^slTl^or for peace. Bui this does not mean that 
we wek^jme^^hem because we subscribed lo their world 
viewx^eywere involved in broad-based negotiations with 
the JJ^ed^Nations. However, with the overthrow of my 
gora^^jt in 1996, the Taliban transformed themselves from 
an S4(gl>ah movement into a transnational one inviting in al- 
and allowing them to declare war against the Wesl. J 
e that the Taliban at present are being used and backed 
rces sympathetic to aKJaeda. They pose a threat to the 
han government, to Pakistan and to the larger world 
{ ^^ ommunity. We need to work together lo stop their subversion 
7 of the Afghan people transition to a democratic order where 
there is development for the Afghan people. 



eign minister said, 

Lng from across the 

an/' This statement 

e lo enforce the writ 

he other hand, a political 

writ of government in the 

s^when the narcotics lords ran 

th rocket launchers and private 





minister your government initially 

fact, you were called Mother of the 

eason for this support? And what is 
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border but that it was happening despite the government of 
Pakistan. This statement proves that a military dictatorship is unable 
to enforce the writ of government across the land. On the oth 
hand, a political government was able to enforce the wriJL 
government in the tribal areas in the end eighties when the narc 
lords ran mafias similar to the Tafiban with rocket launch 
private militias, the former prime minister said 

About the ISls alleged help to Taliban she said that wh 
over as prime minister in 1988 she found that m; 
intelligence officers who had fought the Afghan Je 
sympathy for the Afghan mujahideen who went o 
Taliban and ai-Qaeda. Despite governments 
elements that are behind the terrorists have sue 
over the revival of the Taliban in the tribal 
said. 

She said that she was worried about the. 
intelligence community and key position 
known as IB are filled with former offi 
Afghan Jehad. 

About the Charter of Democracy s 
the people that wt would suppor 




could strengthen civilian insL^kitk 
future of Pakistan that suppor 
parliament, judiciary, the 
autonomy- The defence 
armed forces w r ill come undo 

o 





m^ph into 

ons the 

n presiding 

akistan, she 



t growth in the 

ian spy agency 

1S1 who fought the 




at it was a pledge to 
gislative agenda that 
id a bipartisan vision of the 
mg of institutions including 
m mission and grant provincial 
II be made accountable and the 
prime minister who is the chief 



executive, she said, 

She said that the 
arbitrary aimed at 
PPP wanted it lil 
that did not ha 
people of Pa^sf^uT-tt 



'a twice elected prime minister was 
her and Nawaz Sharif out and that the 
k 1 the next General Elections. But even if 
vshT would return and lead the party and the 
;ain their lost political, economic and social 



rights, 

She s&M(ia7T^V real concern is whether the General Elections will 
be fair. Thc^m^as proposed a package of electoral reforms critical 
to the K^rakr^A^ fair elections, she said. Following is the text of her 





<^> 



ears after their defeat the Taiiban have reorganised 

nselves and nrc back on their way to power in 

hanistan. What steps need to be taken by Pakistan and 

e international community in order to prevent this 



i ^development? 



7 



Ans: The first thing the international community needs to do is to 
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Dictatorship Unable to Enforce 
Government Writ Ms. Bhutt< 
Speaks on Wide -Ranging Issues, 

German Daily 





issi 



people's Party, 

e Lo return to the 

Jisf political, economic 



err££m daily "Junge Welt", 

s ranging from Taliban to 

o her plans to return to the 



Former prime minister and Chair per so. 
Ms. Benazir Bhutto lias reiterated 1 
country and lead the people to regain 
and social rights. 

In a vvjde-rangmg interview witr/^Kt 
the former prime minister deaKwi 
tribal areas to Charier of Democ 
country. 

She said that it must be^wjdgnisfeii thai the Taliban they went to 
war with the world under a military dictatorship in Pakistan in 2001. 
Until the military dictatorship 4n Pakistan ends, the environment 
that nourishes the Tali>aiiaJM?their sympathisers will continue to 
grow in strength, she 

as of Pakistan need to be brought under 
m of laws and representation that can 

til low them to be independent of the 
oday dominate their society. 

bad to work closely with Kabul to stop the 
ban across I he border in Afghanistan, A 
regime in Kabul will covertly bring back al- 
orld will be back to square one, she said. 

said that Islamabad also needed to reform its security 

nd end the duality of control that presently exists and 

under the control of the parliament and the prime 



She said that the 
the framework 
empower the 
Afghan -Arab 

She as 
infiltration 
resurrect 
Qaeda a 






said that recently Pakistan's foreign minister said in Kabul 
at Ke was not denying that people were coming from across the 



They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks: a nation shall not lift up sword again 
another nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

Or, as Mahatma Candhi said, "An eye for an eve only mak^ 
whole world blind'. 

Lot us servo the people we all love by bringing peaci 

lands we all love! 

Thank you for the honour of speaking before you. 

^y^/Mfl^i 2 J, 2007/ 
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4. 



a 



of Pakistan is a priority for my people and for the government 
we hope they will elect us to make. A peaceful and democratic 
India, Pakistan and Afghanistan can bring enormous benefits in 
this programme of bringing new energy resources to all of our 
economies. 

In addition, Pakistan has one of the richest shale deposits in 
world, A new tow-cost technology now is available to 
useable energy from the shale and the residue in water. 

We will share both the technology and the product with y. 

We have all seen the excitement of our peoples whtp^one sp^ort 
team visits each other's countries. These exchanges 
frequently without governmental interference. Le 
Lahore come and cheer their teams playing 
Calcutta or vice versa. 

The prime minister of Pakistan-conlrolle 
Attique has welcomed investment from al 
of the world, including from Tndian-cont 
offered gas and electricity across the Lj 
such proposals can help bring us close 

The devastating earthquake in 2 
recognises no geographical borde 
Line of Control in Kashmir 
homes and loved ones. It w 




our minds the need for u 
as disaster control. 

The entertainment ii\i 
Pakistan. There must t 
this area too. 

Both of our counir, 
have now proved t 






rur Sardar 

nd religions 

ir. He has 

trol- Discussing 



ted that disaster 

e^oh both sides of the 

injured and lost their 

le tragedy and awoke in 




ogelher even on issues such 



y is^huge in India and growing in 
nd a ries between our countries in 



ed nuclear devices in May 1993. We 
other and the world that we are firmly 
tries that have nuclear weapons. We do 
itary prowess anymore. 



in the group^fxttku: 
not have to pro^^ur 

We do *^eo^ocjbntinue investing in an area that brings little 
economic relwivtp our peoples and countries. 

Let us/(fu^n>9iir investment and cooperation towards the 
peacefuV im$ pi nuclear energy. The people of France get 80 per 
centytrfj^their power generation of electricity from nuclear 

O M^ve^nist mentioned a very few oi the areas in which we can 
cooperate. Many more exist, 

1 Acro ss from the United Nations Headquarters in New York City 
ere is a small peace park with an inscription that says: 
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1 



3. 



O 




Let lis remember: 
Economic integration and trade brought Europe the peace and 
prosperi ly it has enjoyed since World War 11 concluded. Th 
Europeans started the European Coal and Steel Communit 
Jean Monnet, a French economist and Robert Shuman, 
French foreign minister, saw this vital industry as criti 
those wishing to wage war. 

They brought the major European countries together t 
steel and coal thereby stopping the war making capacif 
individual European nations, especially of France ^^Ger^any. 

It was the first step that the Europeans toojy-SNjkfht the 
instruments of war making within their contine 

There is no reason we in this subcontinent ca 

A dear friend who helped bring China 
together told me that the total two-way 
and China before 1972 was just $25 mill 
through Hong Kong. 

Now in 2007 US-China direct trad 
trade and other factors have made 
engine it has now become 
That is the kind of future n^a^H^our people if we can re- 
invent our relations. ^^n^> 

Regarding tr anspor tat i6MiW^?^\ start has been made with the 
bus journey between Sririal*a>^nd Muzzafarabad and the train 
between New Delh 
eliminate visa resin 
travel between Kr 




e same. 

nited States 

ween the US 

trade mostly 

£200 billion. That 
e huge economic 



train or bus d 
checks. 

Energy res^ 
accessible en£ 



governmi 
Port in Balochi 





Lahore, We must increase those links, 

nd remember that when we can 

German v <- two old enemies - the 

p any more for police and customs 





ital to our economies. The closest readily 

e of hydrocarbons is in Central Asia. My 

rnenled my father's proposal to build Gwadar 

n, Pakistan's largest province, to bring Central 

oil to world markets through Pakistan. My 

greed to building pipelines for oil and gas to be 

oss Pakistan to India. 

o make these plans a top priority of my country to 
^s^irlgd^ese gas and oil pipelines from Central Asia to the people 
<xor-^jochistan in Pakistan and to export Ihem to India. It is vital 
k lo^ur economies and our industry. 

Trie political instability of Afghanistan hampers trade with 
Central Asia. Therefore, controlling terrorism in the tribal areas 



lfi 





dedicated my life working for the restoration of democracy in 
Pakistan. 

In the last election of October 2002, 1 was no I allowed to figl 
contest. Vet despite in I er national observers calling the ele 
"flawed", the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) which I head, 
the largest vote getter at nearly 26 % of the vote almost 
that of the Congress Party in the elections of 20C4, Unfort 
parliamentary session was indefinitely postponed to 
support. If not I would have formed a government lik 
Gandhi did after the 2004 election 

1 am fully on the side of the people. My late an' 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, named our party - the Pak. 
We have a long history of fighting for the people 

1 have fought dictators and oligarchs b 
again in the election campaign of 2007, and 

Some have asked why i am returning t 

The answer is very simple. Pakistanis 
ago accepted my responsibilities of 
life. It chose me. 

f have been honored by the pe 
their prime minister. Duringjhe 
religious parties never had 
National Assembly, 

A democratic Pakislar 
democratic Afghanistan can 






mod father, 
ople 1 s Party, 
stan. 

will fight them 
o win. 



nc. And J have long 
I didn't choose this 




an to be twice elected 

my service in that role, the 

n 3% representation in our 



world. 

On the issue of KasKm: 
solvable problem tl 



next to a democratic India and a 
to turn around our part of the 



Pending a 
prime minis te 
of its own aifa, 
countries an 
should 

While w 
slow p 







e must make a viable peace. This is a 
ot take further lives. 



ent, J agree with the statement of your 

^rtmg an autonomous Kashmir running much 

mission can be established between the -two 

s of Kashmir themselves to work out what 

foreign and defence affairs. 

out the solution to Kashmir we should not allow 
h it to be an obstacle to work in other cooperative 




several ways to re-invent our relations. These include 

onomic integration and trade, business cooperation, 

changes, transportalion links between our two countries, 

^ene/gy requirements of our economies, sports and entertainment 

{ e vest fe, cooperation in the Information Technologies, the peaceful 

wse?of nuclear energy, in medicine, education and agriculture. 
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lie) 

We should 

gairist minorities. 

mic condominium 

hat the future hold, 



a can learn from each 



important opportunity to re-invent ihe relationship. Therefore, it is a 
welcome development that following the summit meeting in Cuba 
last year in September both Islamabad and Delhi have agreed on a x 
exchange of terror- related intelligence through quarterly meeting 
know that the hotline established by Prime Minister Rajiv Ga 
and myself between ihe military headquarters of our two co 
has pJayed no small part in preventing escalation of tension 
relations between the two countries. Ladies and Gentleme, 
in societies where there are islands of opulence amongst 
misery. ^^ 

It is wrong, morally wrong that the gap between tlW^Wiimd the 
poor should be so huge that some people do not ha^footHo eat or 
a job io give them dignity. [ find it so difficult to un^rsRajnd how in 
the third millennium so many should die Lx^auigrfcfev-do not have 
drinking water or the water they have is con La 

We should band together to fi^ht hunger 
band together to fight discrimination and 
We should band together in a political a 
that could be a model to the entire worl 
These are the real issues that confronts 

There is much that the countries 
other. ^\ 

All the countries of South Asia^&cfr^l Burma and Pakistan, have 
civilian control over the n^Hiip^y^wd therefore over the conduct of 
their nations in foreign policVs^A^jHe Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 
proved in America, civjjia^i contmt of the military is essential to the 

[junlry- Bringing peace between our 
t happen. 

Showed that if the American military 
cans would have made war against the 

ent John F, Kennedy prevented a war that 
>n Americans. 

^&Ufrreter Nawaz Sharif and I have signed a Charter 

itted to a framework of peace and justice for the 
The Charter of Democracy commits both our 
\\p and peace with India. 

erica n President George W. Bush said in his annual 
lion address: 

hips shelter terrorists and feed resentment and 
and seek weapons of mass destruction. Democracies 
resentment with hope, respect thu rights of their citizens and 
ieit n eighbours, and join the fight against terror." 

agree with President Bush on the nature of dictatorships* I have 



safety and development 

two countries will he! 

The Cuban Missile 1 
had had its way, ttf 
Soviets. America 
could have killc^^CTm 

Former P 

of Demoer 
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relations. As 

ir late Prime 

ment signed 

m ou s A m e r i c an 

at the Creation" of 



countries further back in their quest to modernise 

I yaw my mother rushing to help the soldiers and their families, 
help the wounded and the injured. 

As a student at Harvard University in America, 1 joined up w 
fellow students to protest the Vietnam War, a war that they fel 
unjust and did not want to fight, Since then I have seen many 
conflicts on television in the Middle East, in Afghanistan, 
Iran and Iraq and In Iraq. The more I see of the devastation 
how the vultures descend to feed on the bodies of dead chil 
more 1 am convinced that we must keep our regi&P^seeura and 
peaceful. We cannot fail our children. \y^ 

India and China both have a dispute but they donbveo to war 
against each other. 

We must learn from this model to develop o 
an undergraduate ai Harvard University, I 
Minister Indira Gandhi. 1 witnessed the firs 
by our two countries. In the words 
Secretary of State Dean Acheson, 1 was 
the peace movement between our two c 

I am proud of the fact that du 
neither of our peoples or armiesjjad' 

I am proud of the fact that 
office, there were no terrorist 

Bombay blasts or the lndian^rarliarr)^nt blast. !t is not easy to keep 
the peace but my government didsse^and reined in the militants too. 

On a separate note, w^jrou^it peace Lo Karachi taking on the 
militants there and u^e / b^QugoJypeace to our tribal areas taking on 
the militias of the narcohMOT^ in those mountains. My government 
had the capacity to l^ffluW^ear weapons but we chose lo remain a 
nuclear capable state\tastead of turning ourselves into a nuclear 
weaponised st&a^We^ria^d the confidence in our people and in our 
ability to de^er^^Naurs^ejlves without involving ourselves in 
advenlureg^jmcTf^ind only turn the clock back on the pursuit of 
progress foTNLjKyw people of South Asia who are shackled with 

poverty. 

s that J tried to re-invent the relationship between 

ndia was to involve military and intelligence 

the process. In this connection, we established 

to intelligence contact with a view to help formal 

Additionally we proposed the induction of retired 

liumr^ officials in the track two discussions. 




tenures in office, 
a Kargil like situation. 

th of my two tenures in 
Indian targets such as the 



backward 
One of 

Pakist 
perso 






With terrorism now a global issue, cooperation between India and 
stan to work on eliminating terrorism from the region offers an 
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They argue that after stage managing the elections schedule in 
Pakistan later this year, all it will take is one more militant attack 
recreate the tensions that have marred Indo-Pak relations in the p 
However, once again I do not believe that we should base 
political policies on fear. 

1 believe the challenge for the future is lo to- invent our p 
that we build them on hope. 

For that hope to be formalised we will have to deal wrt i i r ut j 
of both militancy and terrorism. 

Militancy and terrorism are the roots of v 
destruction and loss of lives. 

We have to protect innocent people of our co 
of us working for the dismantlement of mi 
elimination of terrorism and the promotion 
and harmony. These objectives are all the m 
60th anniversary of the independence of b 

1 wonder how many in this audien 
British set midnight of August 14th, 1 
strike freedom. 




senseless 





by each one 
roups, the 

rfaith tolerance 
rtant in this the 
countries. 

present when the 
hour for the clock to 




the people of India 
was^lso one of pain, 

they were either Muslims 
) India. 

citizens who died in the many 
d since we both got our freedom 




It was an exciting moment in 
gained their separate nations-^Yet 

Innocent people were killed 
fleeing to Pakistan or Hindu; 

And more blood was si 
wars and acts of terror expend 
from the British. <^? £> 

In this the 60th yj^H^K^r independence, 1 propose that the 
leadership of India^iintf^kistan put an end to this destructive 
chapter in Ihe liv^^c^Cxx;r countries. 1 propose that on the 60th 
anniversary of our^mtions this August they meet to declare their 
commitmenfooJmSgVs the permanent tranquillity and progress 
and prosperUy^ha^^o)r)eighbourmg countries must have. 

Ladie£wdGemIemen, I have made trade, not conflict with India, 
a top prionty^oi-pay forthcoming electoral campaign in Pakistan. At 
60 yearsfOTeWwt pledge an end to war, terrorism and death. 

Six\y^yE$xTpj< of freedom gives us the maturity to change our 
d ir ecfiJrbdfanTia ti c all v . 

mitted to bringing peace between our two countries. My 
nt to peace began when 1 was a young child* J Jived 
the bombings of the 1965 war between our countries. 

lizard the stories of the dead and of the homes destroyed, of the 
ernble destruction of infrastructure putting both our developing 
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Government of India fur refusing {a rise to I he terrorist bait in 
blaming Islamabad when a militant striken its target. The miliU 
are the enemies of peaceful relations, peaceful relations that both 
countries want and desire. 

Both the governments of India and Pakistan are declarin 
deep desire to resolve the Kashmir dispute, to buiid 
relations and to work for greater economic cooperation. 

I welcome this effort to re- in vent our relations. 

Many well wishers advised me to oppose the pre^ertf^peace 
process between India and Pakistan for two rcaso<^PirsWjiey saw 
it lacking legitimacy as Pakistan is presently governe^ta^a military 
regime which holds onto power by virtue of ils Lifnrry^raTislituency. 

Secondly, since Indo-Pak relations and the Ka^oirAjispute excite 
passions easily, it was felt that, opposing Ihe^peSi^process as a "sell 
out" would help mobilise public opinio 
dictatorship and facilitate the restoration 

The restoration of demur racy is a caus 

It is a cause tor which my lather aj 
as did hundreds of our parly work 
democratic opposition. 




It is a cause for which 
years in prison without a 
mother and 1 spent long ye 
not seek the easy route 
future happiness of the 
from a peaceful envi 
was too important to 

I do agree that 1 1 
re pr esen t a t i v e go 
The tribal situatio: 
an exampl<£> 
the militants^ 

This 





st the military 
cy. 

^ my heart* 

s laid down their lives 
hers belonging to the 





cumulatively spent eleven 

and for which my brothers, 

However, my party and 1 did 

iass frenzy. We believe that the 

South Asia, a happiness flowing 

enUaroviding opportunities for our youth 

an internal political battle in Pakistan, 

sues of legitimacy involved when a non- 

negotiates as the people are no! co-opted. 

is tan, where the Taliban have regrouped is 

,000 troops being sent into the area to clear 

aty was signed with them, 

point that without political participation, it is very 
a sting advances. 

matter of satisfaction for those of us who envisaged 

trade and travel between India and Pakistan, before it 

ionable to do so io witness the Pakistani military 

p sign on to the peace process and commit itself to 

issues with India in a peaceful manner without prejudice 

<Hqlbu3£tiiffermg views on Kashmir. 

{ ^^here are voices that claim that the present peace process with 
India is an eye-wash meant to cover the regime in election year to 
eutralise the Indian lobby. 
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So, ladies and gentlemen, I believe that Indo-Pak relations can be 
creative) v re-invented. 

Time stands still for no one. The moving finger of history writes 
and having written, moves on. 

We have a choice, Thv choice is ours to write a success story 
free markets, liberty, human rights, gender equality, common v^] 
of tolerance and understanding 

The Pakistan People's Party and I, even in opposition, h 
to write a success story co-authored with all the inteWeiuais 
political parties and leaders of both our countries who truly oeJieve 
that the future welfare of humanity in our part of th^^orid<&es in 
cooperation. A 

I see the world in terms of competing economic bh^csTh^t can best 
function in an environment of peace and sec uritw4^smtlj>e world as 
one where the have-nots can conquer poverty ifW^ecbi^e together in 
an economy of scale as Europe has done. 

For these ideas, and for seeking peacefi 
was once called, a "security risk" by my cri 

But ideas cannot be killed bv eh; 
repression. In time, my political oppon 
establishment of my country realise ~ 
quality that makes or breaks a naiipn 

T am proud that today India an 
means to have open border 
way to go, but the journey ha" 







vith India, I 



ssassination or by 

11 as the military 

mce of peace as a 



l)K£UI 





tan art 1 discussing ways and 

travel. We still have a long 

JOf course, the danger is there 

of the derailment of the peace ]>rcfess. Both our countries nearly 

came to war in 1999 in th 

Both our armies stoo, 
confrontation followin 
December 2001. The xfece 
once again demon sjr 
be disrupted byQl 

We know r n 
parties of I 
security esta 
agree that 
militants 
disma 
policy 



lat^rs of SiacherL 

to eyeball in a deadly year long 

si attack on the Indian Parliament in 

'ack on the Samjhota Express this year 

the fragility of a peace process which can 

t of violence. 




e is a consensus amongst the political 

kistan, a consensus between our military and 

ts that peace must be established. We also 

erious danger to the peace process comes from 

rrorists. Therefore, the challenge for us is to 

ilitant cells so that they cannot hold the foreign 

dependent nations hostage to their acts of terrorism. 

ection, 1 welcome the decision by both India and 

work together on an ti- terrorism efforts and to share 

prrnaff on in this regard. This is a positive step forward. 

commend Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and the 
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Can Indo-Pak Relations Be 

Reinvented India Today 

Conclave-New Delhi 



It is a privilege for me to join you this ev 
Conclave in New Delhi, to discuss the, 
New World. 

I first came to India as a teenager vi 
1972. 

I still remember the warmLh 
of India greeted me although w 

Following the Simla Agree 
Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar 
strong feeling that peace ft 

Tt gives me great satisfaction 




India Todays 
s for the Brave 

a with my father in 



th which the people 
posed to be the enemy. 

between Prime Ministers 
1972, 1 came away with the 
ia and Pakistan must endure. 

t since the signing of the Simla 



first maj 
other's mi 



Agreement thirty-five^5&ar ago, India and Pakistan, although 
engaged in conflict, did^obg^po full war against each other. 

The enormity of tms^is/betftr understood when we appreciate that 
between 1947 and i 971 Lzjpeiiod of twenty-five years, India and 
Pakistan fought thr^Wars. 

As prime rmi^^^H\ikistan y I worked with Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi to biuM^jjvJ^e spirit of Simla, Our governments signed the 

ts since Simla, the agreements not to attack each 
llations in 1988 amongst others. 

SAARC leaders' summit at Islamabad, I proposed 
rm SAARC from a cultural organisation into an 
e. The South Asian Preferential Tariff Agreement was 
n sequence. 

at the Indo-Pak Parliamentarians Conference in Islamabad 

ed that India, Pakistan and all the countries of South Asia 

11 1 a ftide their differences to create a common market to eliminate 

toverty, hunger, unemployment and backwardness through soft 

borders. 




keep both in the end. 

Unless the militants are reined in, the tide of extremism will risj 
high flood through a religious coup- Instead of the military sej^ftm^ 
power at the point of a bayonet despite the objections of the Debute 
at large / it could be the religious militants seizing power al 
of a bayonet. Already the extremists have been permitted td 
areas like the tribal areas, Malakand, Parachinar and 
Adam Khel private schools for girls closed and barl 
that ihev would not shave beards. Thev lost their livi 
people lost their right to freedom of choice 
capitulated before the extremists. The extren 
sleeper cells across the Punjab and in many pj 
federating units. Pakistan stands at the crossrj 
does the larger world community. The di, 
loud and clear from Islamabad. 





te 

ara 

mised 

6d and 

se <Qie regime 

ably have 

he rest of the 

with it so too 

gnals are ringing 
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booths this February who were shot, beater and injured so severely 
thai they had to be hospitalised, to a lady United Nations rapporteur 
or the sister of a judge who were both shamefully treated whe 
participating in a peaceful protest. 

Vigilante groups have taken to the streets of Islam 
threatening barbers, beauticians and stores catering to 
entertainment industry, 1 am proud of my religion of Islands 
most Muslims. However, we Muslims are opposed to the( 
clerics to interpret islam for us and to bring about compui 
religion. Neither Muslims nor the world community &r(^! star\d>idly 
by while the leftovers of the Afghan jihad of the eighBefc^fcnw their 
guns on nations, religions and people. ff 

While using the name of Islam the extremists antuujng^erything 
in their power to destroy Muslim societies one b 

The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are a^_c 
attack on the World Trade towers* It has led 
ol the great religion of islam. It has led to o^A 
many innocent lives,, including those of 
God expressly forbids to kill even in timc^ 

The suicide bombers think they ar^Se^BigS&ti, But their actions 
hurt, not help, Islam, Muslims and aljvud)^ creatures irrespective of 
their religion. Such violence perpetii^^d4n the name of religion will 
corrode the pluralism, diversity/€n3^democracy in western countries 
which has seen Muslims^^rWge)Jas a significant immigrant 
community. No one will be safeS^t Muslims in Muslim countries 






rice of their 

urting the image 

destruction of so 

nd children whom 



like Pakistan where vi 
Muslims in the expatri 
suspicion and become 
that thev will brin 
through acts of terror 
markets will h$b 
including the M 





4yse to positions of influence or 
unity who will be viewed with 
hate crimes. The extremists crow 
international financial markets 
collapse of the international financial 
world. If there is a collapse, everyone, 
go down. That cannot be of benefit to 



Islam. 

We are liv^ri^in^ane global village. There are universal values 
which are/eoTO*Q^n to all great religions. And to live together in 
harmony w/neepto respect that there is no compulsion in religion, 
which I^&R^sgeeifically proclaims, and agree that God, not the state, 
will hold/ylsltp account on personal, religious issues. 

^l^jrarUHae, in Pakistan the state authority continues to decline 
wft^e^wrc mists are concerned, The cabinet is offering to build 
ir\oresiies for the followers of Lai Masjid and the Jamia Hafsa on the 
that they can shift there from Islamabad. This is just a pretext 
tc^gfrab more government land and property for them as they will 



Pakistani Talibs-studenls into hiking over Pakistan. They arc a 
tinderbox waiting to create anarchy and chaos in the streets o 
Pakistan. 

The danger is thai such elements could gam an upper nan 
ejections in Pakistan are once again rigged to enable their frit 1 
survive. The present ruling structure is held up by the V 
Some of its members are moderate. However, a series of/to > i 
remnants of the Zia military dictatorship put togeth 
intelligence apparatus of the Zia era to confront and contains 





in the foTm of IJI or PML (Q). 

Interestingly enough while the religious 
MM A have distanced themselves from the Lai Ma 
Hafsa, the cabinet has not done so. In fact, it is s 
of amis was intercepted on the way lo Lai M 
orders of a cabinet minister. Two policemen w 
police could not file a criminal complaii 
k id n a p pers due to t he u n d u e r n il l r ence ofj 

The cleric who heads the Lai Masji 
This government appointee has establf 
in Islamabad. The land on which t 
built under the present regijne 
Pakistan and was illegally occu 
compliance. 

During the building 6 
government land, the regime c 
register students, ins te£ 
given in the name of 




o 

as the 

the Jamia 

truckload 
d released on 

apped and the 
eir extremist 



in ted bv the cabinet. 

ailed Sharial courts 

igious schools were 

to the Government of 

e Jamia Hafsa with cabinet 



outreach till they reac 

It is said that th 
the females stud 
leads one to wb< 
to set up vi 
knows h 
Islamabad 



support 
could b 
Islan 
situa 





adaris on illegally occupied 

it would reform madaris and 

ey ^re being strengthened with funds 

permitting them to expand their 



labad the capital itselL 

fafsa Masjid cannot be touched because 

jere are daughters of military officials. This 

the fathers are permitting their daughters 

;. This is the tip of the iceberg. No one 

>ther political madaris have been established in 

where. The Lai Masjid cleric could call in his 

itant students from other Islamabad madaris. We 

lining an irregular army in the very confines of 

6 are lying low until they are ordered lo rise up. The 

'is) potentially disastrous. 

53>^ N ff9vernmenl says it is not weak but kind and compassionate. 

/iftWaainpassion it does not want to take on the two madaris near 

\hejbal Masjid. No such compassion was shown to the peaceful 

ptrHc gathered to receive PPP leader Asif Zardari at Lahore two 

:s back in 2005, to the women in the Karachi by election polling 



t> 



Militants Knock on 
Islamabad's Doors 




t 



People's Party, 
ut of their safe 
apprehensions that 
cy was not restored in 



ugh the rigging of the 
the parliamentary session 
parliamentary strength set 



The extremist forces, as predicted by the 
have made great strides since they 
sanctuaries in Afghanistan. Time has p 
they would regroup in Pakistan if the 
2002. 

The denial of power to the PPP 
genera] ejections, the postpon^r^nt 
and the horse-trading to brealNfhe^R 
the stage for this to happen wjK^v^ere repercussions for Pakistan. 

The extremists, a mix i^forejm and local Taliban and central 
Asian al-Qaeda appear, accorcTisjg to reports, to have secured a base 
in the tribal areas. Tn£$shave> regrouped after their demoralising 
defeat in 2001. Thev^arc^e-organised, re^armed and operate 
irregular armies equiizjpra) with suicide bombers and guerrilla 
tactics, A 

associated with the Muslim Brotherhood Zia 

ies had ties to the Afghan mujahideen. The 

w&m on to become the Taliban and al-Qaeda. 

terparts went on, in large part, to become 1JI and 



Most of the 
dictatorship d 
Afghan 
Their P. 





then PML 

While/T^Kb^ and al-Qaeda forces were operating in Afghanistan 

durir^^tn^/nmeties, their Pakistani counterparts were busy 

und^fTrir^mg the PPP governments in Pakistan as the obstacle to 

^^y^a^yi^cement. With the closet friends of al-Qaeda and Taliban 

^ y^sbo^wer under camouflage of beardless parliamentary leaders, the 

peeping Talibinisation of Pakistan began in earnest. The aim was to 

sio^ ihe the PPP while strengthening the militant extremists through 

^a network of overtly religious seminaries. The purpose of the 

linaries was to brainwash students and create a new class of 
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